


In -;his i ssue  o f  xhe War te r jy  we conclude 
a series of ax*r:iclt:s e n t i t l e d  01K OF HER PAST; 
authored hay Pas to r  A d ~ l p h  Harstad o f  Madison, 
Wisconsin, This a r t i c l e  will be sf s p e c i a l  i n t e r -  
est  t o  those  wtio are farniliar wi th  t h e  h i s t o r y  of 
t h e  merger negrst iakims amoa.,g t h e  three Norwegian 
Lutheran Chi~sch badj es which were consumaled i n  
the  iaerger a f  these  t h r e e  churches i n  1917 on t h e  
basis or" a ianina: dscu-ssent knom as Opgjor. This  
new c h u s ~ k i  body was known as t h e  Norwegian Luth- 
eran Ghureln i.13 America, T h i s  c~n~Puding a r t i c l e  
tells how even a s t rong n inor i ty  which had been 
t e s t i f y i n g  so v a l i a n t l y  f o r  t h e  t r u t h  s a p i w l a t e d  
and wen-r; alo;xg with the  merger, M ~ w e v e r ,  a rem- 
n a ~ ~ t  refused t:n enter t h e  merger and reorganized 
t h e  foilowing yean-, T h i s  neiv churGh body i s  our 
Ev=ge%icai Eutheran S p s d ,  We are indeed g r a t e -  
f u l  4x1 PaasCor Harstad f o r  supplying US w i t h  t h e s e  
ar t ic les ,  

.!%$SO included i s  a cont inuat ion  s f  t h e  d i s s e r -  
t a t i o n  sf A Eu%.heran Understanding of  t h e  W i l l  and -- -- --- - - P - 
Providence o f  God w h i m a n  i n  t h e  las t  December -- -- ---- --- 
issue and is a .~ t i~ared  by DL Ernes t  Ba r t e l s .  The 
chapters deal w i t h  GodBs W i l l  i n  t h e  l i f e  of H i s  
people, With i ~ u d  s l ides ,  flosding, and s t h e r  
eatastrc,.opiiies SO prominent i n  t h e  news t hese  days 
our readers v ~ i l l .  be especially in terested i n  t h e  
chapter on 'The P J i l l  and Providence o f  God i n  ----- P -T'%-pw7 .-- - - 
C a l m i t i e s ,  Massive Events, Nature, Length of  

,---- ---- - +-- --- - 
Life,  E t c ,  -- v 

In t h e  September issue we hope to include a 
sectio-91 on Eiomileties, which w e  t r u s t  w i l l  be o f  
i;ster.esi and help ts OIJT. pas to rs .  
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A t  the special  eonvention of  the Norwegian 
Sxpod, May 18 - 24, 1916, the so-called Minority 
declared tha t  they could nse enter into the pro- 
posed of the three church bodies,  namely 
the 140rwegfan Synod, the United Norwegian Luth- 
eran Church, and ehe Hauge Synod, unless three 
changes were made in the o r  the document on 
the basis of which the  union G: to be consum- 
mated. These changes xgere the  following: 

I, Paragraph 1 must be eliminated, The objec- 
t i onab le  p a s t  sf t h i s  paragraph was the fact 

that it esmit tad  the Synod to an unreserved 
acceptance of t h e  Second Form of the doctrine of 
Election ptsbich is that o f  Election in View of 
Fai th ,  This  i s  the  teaching which the United 
Church i n s i sked  upon, making faith a cause of 
man's election, It was also accepted by the 
United Church in a s y n e r g i s t i c  sense, namely that 
man can cooperate in h i s  conversion, and this, in 
turn, resules in a denia l  s f  salvation by grace 
alone, 

2 ,  The reference &n Paragraph 3 to the Formula 
of Concord, Article X I ,  must be extended so as 

to read Paragraphs 1 - 28 instead sf just 10 - 20 
according t o  the Norwegian e d i t i o n  of the Bosk of 
Concord, 
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3 .  In  Paragraph 4 ,  the words "acceptance of" 
must be el iminated,  The matter tha t  was a t  

s t ake  here w a s  the  f a c t  t h a t  the placed 
the  acceptance and r e j e c t i o n  of God's grace on 
the  same plane,  whereas, according t o  Scr ip ture ,  
the  acceptance of grace comes from God, while 
the  r e j e c t i o n  B E  grace comes from man, 

It w a s  the  understanding of t h e  Minority a t  
the  1916 convention t h a t  they were w i l l i n g  t o  suf- 
f e r  on account of t h e i r  conviction whatever might 
come, i f  they did  not  ge t  these  changes made. 

The chief spokesmen f o r  $he Minority were 
D r ,  C. K. Preus, the president  of Luther College, 
Decorah, Iowa, and Rev. I ,  B e  Torrison,  t h e  pas tor  
of F i r s t  Lutheran Church i n  Decorah, These two 
men published an a r t i c l e  i n  the  Minority paper, 
~ e t l k d n i n ~  og Forsvar (Guidance and Defense), 
No. 7 ,  pp. 97-103, Novenlber 1, 1916, I n  t h i s  
a r t i c l e  they say  t h a t  they  had recen t ly  had a 
meeting with D r .  J ,  N, KildahL and P r o f ,  Lo Bse, 
both of them from the  United Church, These men 
had been so  kind as t o  come t o  Decsrah to meet 
with them. The meeting had been q u i t e  informal 
and p r i v a t e  and was arranged i n  order co s e e  i f  
something could be done so  t h a t  the Ninerity could 
go i n t o  t h e  union and a s p l i t  be avoided, The 
plan o r  proposal of D r .  Kildahl  and Prof ,  Boe was 
t h a t  t h e  Minority could s e t  f o r t h  i t s  exception 
o r  reservat ion f o r  a set t lement and t h e  church 
bodies could consent ts them a s  exceptions. To 
t h i s  Dx, Preus and Rev, Torsison had reglied t h a t  
they could not  do t h i s ,  On the  contrary,  they 
s t a t e d  t h a t  had t o  be changed, The men 
from the  United Church rep l i ed  t h a t  t h i s  could no t  
be done; i t  w a s  impossible, 

r, before the meeting ended t h e  four of 
d t h a t  t h e  Minority could have its own 

- 2 -  

se$$%enkent ::with t h e  o thers  and i n  &lais sett le-  
ment t h e  mentioned changes co~~Eik be  set f o r t h ,  
So D r .  Preus and Rev, Torrissn went t o  work on 
t h i s ,  They ska ted  that the ehar~ge tha t  they were 
making i n  Paragraph 4 w a s  a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t  from 
that which had been proposed at f i r s t ,  The word 
"prespsnsibiPi tys%~uld be s t r icken,  and "duty." 
and "blame" would be substituted, so that the 
sentence w o d d  read: "Sense of du ty  i n  r e l a t i o n  
t o  the acceptance of grace and blame f o r  the  re- 
j ee t i an  s f  grace," They had conferred about t h i s  
with the three theological  prsfesssrs - Ylvisaker, 
Brandt, and Hove - and these had endorsed same, 
(Now these seasoned theologians could conae t o  t h i s  
agreement i s  strange in the  eyes of the w r i t e r  of 
t h i s  ar t ic le ,  f o r  t h i s  statement is rea l ly  saying 
that  t h e  n a t u r a l  man has a "sense of dutg. in r e l a -  
t i o n  t o  the  acceptance of grace," h i c h  means t h a t  
after a l l  he i s  not  dead in trespasses and s i n s ,  
but  has a sense of duty in t h i s  matter - in the 
Nsmegian it reads 'Yfeelieag of dutgretT But Epkre- 
s fans  4 : 1 9  says af the  na tura l  man t h a t  he is 
18 p a s t  feelfngegs) So D r .  Breus and Rev, Torr issn  
sen t  Che following comulaicaeiQn to the th ree  
presidents s f  the conferring bodies: 

B'Ta t h e  Union Committee: 
B'Prompted by various persons and d i f f e r e n t  

sources, the  undersigned take t h e  liberty of 
presenting t h e  following request t o  t h e  Union 
C o m m i t t e e :  

'lT%%ere are three p o i n t s  i n  "rshe 'Agreement ' 
(Madison Agreement), adopted by the annual  
mee"eis;gs o f  the United C h u ~ c h ,  I-faugeV s Synod 
and t h e  Norwegian Synod which t h e  minority 
of t h e  (Norwegian) Synod find that t hey  can- 
no t  conscientiously accept, 

9~Hoping that deep d i s t r e s s ,  concern, and 
great confusion may be avoided and t h a t  we 
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may j o i n  i n  t h e  union, a s  we s i n c e r e l y  would. 
l i k e  t o  do, and hoping t h a t  w e  still. by the 
grace of God may succeed i n  joinirig you i n  
t h e  promotion of t h e  cause of t h e  chuuich, we 
propose t o  you t h e  quest ion,  if it w i l l  no t  
be poss ib l e  f o r  t h e  t h r e e  bodies  t o  adopt as 
a se t t lement  with us one i n  which t h e s e  t h r e e  
p o i n t s  which cause us d i s t r e s s  of conscience 
may be e i t h e r  omit ted o r  a l t e r e d ,  namely, 
t h a t  Sect ion 1. of  t h e  'Agreement9 be omit ted;  
t h a t  in Sect ion 3 ,  t h e  W B  i n  t h e  r e fe rence  
be d e l e t e d ,  s o  tha-t t h e  r e fe rence  w i l l  r ead :  

" ' A r t i c l e  XI, 1-20" i n s t e a d  of 'Ar3ticle XI, 
10-20"nd t h a t  the concluding p a r t  oE Sec- 
t i o n  4 be a l t e r e d ,  s o  as t o  read: 'or. on t h e  
o t h e r  hand weaken man's sense of duty i n  rela-  
t i o n  t o  t h e  acceptance of grace and blame f o r  
t h e  r e j e c t i o n  of g race , '  instead of 'or  on 
t h e  o t h e r  hand weaken man's sense of  respons i -  
bility i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  acceptance o r  r e j e c -  
t i o n  of grace. ' 

If t h e  Un Fan Committee could reeom~kend 
t h i s  t o  t h e  r e spec t ive  bodies,  we are i n  hopes 
t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  vote  for it a 

"If this reques t  i s  granted or this proposal  
approved, i t  i s  our intentiox: t o  join i n  the 
union, con t r ibu te  toward i t s  consu~mation, and 
do what Lies i n  our power. t o  induce as many as 
poss ib l e  t o  jo in  i n  t h e  union and labor t h a t  it 
may become a b l e s s i n g  f o r  our Lu.thezlan Church. 
The agre~nient  by and between us would then  r ead  
a s  fo l lows:  

"$1, Since both t h e  conferring bodies ac-  
knowlege t h a t  A r t i c l e  X I  o f  t h e  Formula of Con- 
cord p resen t s  t h e  pure and correct doctrine of 
t h e  eleet iorr  of -the chi.ldren s f  God unto saB- 
va t ion  as taught  i n  t h e  Word of  God and t h e  
confessions of t h e  Luthcrtaii Church, it i s  deemed 
unnecessary f o r  church u n i t y  t o  set up new and 
more elaborate t h e s e s  an t h i s  a r t i c l e  of faith, 

! " 2 ,  However, s i n c e  it i s  w e l l  known t h a t  
i n  presentilng t h e  d s c t r i ~ a e  of e l e c t i o n ,  two 
d o c t r i n a l  forms have been used, both of which 
have acqui red  gene ra l  acceptance and recogni-  
t ion wi th in  t h e  orthodox Lutheran Church, 
some on t he  one hand, i n  accordance with t h e  
Formula sf Concord, e d r a c i n g  undex> t h e  dsc- 
t r i n e  sf e b e e t i s n  t h e  s a l v a t i o n  of e l e c t  from 
the  ca3J t o  t h e  g l o r i f i c a t i o n  (Fomlula Con- 
cord, A r t i c l e  X I ,  1-20) and t e a c h  an e l e c t i o n  
!'unto s a l v a t i o n  through t h e  s a n c t i f i c a t i o n  of 
t h e  S p i r i t  and t h e  b e l i e f  of  t h e  t r u t h . s '  while  
o t h e r s  m t h e  o t h e r  hand, with Pontoppidan, i n  
agreement with Johan Gerhardt, Se r ive r  and 
other recognized t e a c h e r s  of t h e  church d e f i n e  
elee-tisn r a t h e r  as t h e  decree concerning t h e  
f i n a l  g l o r i f i c a t i o n ,  with t h e  f a i t h  and pres-  
e rva t ion  wrought by t h e  Holy S p i r i t  a s  i t s  
necessary p resuppss i t i on  and t each  t h a t  "God 
has  appointed all t hose  t o  e t e r n a l  s a l v a t i o n  
who H e  flaorn e t e r n i t y  has  foreseen  would accept  
t h e  o f fe red  grace,  be l i eve  i n  C h r i s t  and r e -  
main cons tant  i n  t h i s  f a i t h  unto t h e  end. 9 v  

Since n e i t h e r  one of t h e s e  two f e r n s  of doe- 
t r i n e ,  t h u s  presented ,  c o n t r a d i c t s  any d o c t r i n e  
revea led  i n  t h e  Word sf God bu t  a l lows t h e  
o rde r  sf s a l v a t i o n  as presented  i n  t h e  Word o f  
God and t h e  Confessions of  t h e  church f u l l  
r ecogn i t ion ,  we f i n d  t h a t  t h e  holding o f  e i t h e r  
doc t r ine  should n o t  B e  considered schismat ic  
no r  d i s t u r b  t h a t  u n i t y  o f  t h e  s p i r i t  i n  t h e  
bonds of peace which God w i l l s  should p r e v a i l  
among u s .  

3 ,  Since,  however, i n  t h e  cont raversy  
over t h i s  ques t ion  among u s ,  t h e r e  have 
appeared words and express ions ,  j u s t l y  o r  
banjustly a t t r i b u t e d  t o  the r e s p e c t i v e  p a r t i e s ,  
which have seemed t o  t h e  appos i t e  p a r t y  to be 
a denial o r  t o  Lead ta a d e n i a l  o f  the C4n- 
f e s s i o n s ,  we have agreed t o  reject all e r r o r s  
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f e s s i o n s ,  we have agreed t o  reject all e r r o r s  



ek t o  explain away -the ir,ys-tery of  
n (E'srmzrZa of Ctsnccrd, Part I S ,  A r t ,  

39-44),  e i thhe in a synergizing o r  Calvin- 
ng manner. In o t h e r  words we reject any 

oc-tr ine which on t h e  one hand would deprive 
God of His glory as only Savior  o r  on t he  
other hand weaken man's sense of duty- i n  r e l a -  
t i o n  t o  t h e  acceptance of grace and blame f o r  
t h e  r e j e c t i o n  of grace .  

t u 4 ,  On t h e  one hand w e  reject: 
B ' P a )  The doc t r ine  t h a t  the cause s f  our  

e l e c t i o n  i s  not  s o l e l y  t h e  mercy of God and 
t h e  holy mer i t  o f  C h r i s t ,  bu t  that the~e a l s o  
i n  us  i s  a cause on account sf which God has 
elected us t o  e t e r n a l  Lifes 

"l'b) The doc t r ine  that i n  e lect ion God has  
been determined By, has  taken e o p i z a n c e  o f ,  
or has been prompted by t h e  favorable a t t i t u d e  
or a c t i o n  on t h e  p a r t  of  man or anything which 
man is  o r  does oar, omits t o  do a s  'bf hirnsehf 
o r  by h i s  o m  n a t w a l  powers, ' '  

"'c) The doc t r ine  that t h e  f a i t h  i n  Chr is t  
which is inseparably  connected w i t h  e l e c t i o n  
i s  i n  whole o r  i n  part a product sf or depends 
upon man's own choice ,  porxTeP o r  a b i l i t y  ( s e e  
Fo~mzrla of Concord, P a r t  11, Art, 11: 45-47 
and 64-85). 

t f 4 d )  QP that f a i t h  is -the aresult o f  an  
a b i l i t y  and power imparted by t h e  c a l l  o f  
grace, which therefore now dwell wi th in  and 
belong t o  t h e  r egene ra t e  heart ,  enabl ing  it t o  
make a dec is ion  f o r  grace ,  

" ' 5 ,  On the athey h a d  w e  r e j e c t :  
' B t a )  The d ~ c t r h e  that God i n  e l e c t i o n  acts 

a r l t i b r a r i l y  and unmotivated so that He p o i n t s  
ou t  and counts  a c e r t a i n  arbitrary n'ia1r;Ber o f  
any ind iv idua l s  whomsoever and appoi-nts them 
t o  conversion and salvation t o  t h e  exc lus ion  
sf ak% s t h e r s .  

"'b) The d o c t r i n e  t h a t  there are two k inds  

of saving w i l l  i n  Sod, aaze revealed i n  
Scr ip ture  i n  t h e  genera l  order of s a l v a t i o n  
and one t h a t  is different f ~ s m  the f o ~ m e r  
and unknown t o  us, which concerns only t h e  
elect and b r ings  t o  them a more cordial love ,  
a  more pawerful cab1 from God and g r e a t e r  
grace than t o  thsse who remain i n  - the i r  un- 
belief and unsaved cond i t ion ,  

"'c) The doc t r ine  that when the r e s i s t a n c e ,  
which God in c s ~ v e r s i o n  Femoves from those  who 
a r e  saved, i s  not  removed from those  who a r e  
f i n a l l y  lost, t he  cause fo r  t h i s  d i f f e r e n t  
r e s u l t  lies i n  God and t h e  d i f f e r e n t  w i l l  t o  
save embodied i n  H i s  e l e c t i o n ,  

98t8)  The doc t r ine  t h a t  the b e l i e v e r  can 
and s h a l l  have a n  abso lu te  assurance of his 
e l e c t i o n  and salvation i n s t e a d  of an assurance 
of faith, drawn from t h e  promises of God, eon- 
neeted with f e a r  and t rembling and wi th  t h e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  fo r  f a l l i n g ,  which, however, by t h e  
grace of God he be l i eves  shall be no t  r e a l i z e d  
i n  h i s  case. 

In b r i e f ,  a l l  opinions and d o c t r i n e s  
about e l e c t i o n  which d i r e c t l y  o r  i n d i r e c t l y  
would casnf1ic-t with the orde r  o f  saPvat ion and 
would n o t  give to a l l  a full and equa l ly  g r e a t  
oppor tuni ty  t o  be saved, or  which i n  any way 
would &I vio lence  to t h e  Word of God, which 
says:  God "wsuld have all men t o  be saved,  
and came t o  t h e  knowledge of t h e  t r u t h , t '  i n  
which grac ious  and merc i fu l  w i l l  of  God a l l  
e lect ion t o  e te rna l ,  life has i t s  source ,  

"Decosrah , Iowa, 
October 4, 1916 ." 

Y, K, Preus 
'$1 B D  Torr ison 

From No, 4. above to the  end, the document i s  simply 
the with the $hree changes made, Since 
Pa r  s f  the  original i s  omitted, 
Paragraph 2 of the  o r i g ina l  becomes No. 1 here, 



ek t o  explain away -the ir,ys-tery of  
n (E'srmzrZa of Ctsnccrd, Part I S ,  A r t ,  

39-44),  e i thhe in a synergizing o r  Calvin- 
ng manner. In o t h e r  words we reject any 

oc-tr ine which on t h e  one hand would deprive 
God of His glory as only Savior  o r  on t he  
other hand weaken man's sense of duty- i n  r e l a -  
t i o n  t o  t h e  acceptance of grace and blame f o r  
t h e  r e j e c t i o n  of grace .  

t u 4 ,  On t h e  one hand w e  reject: 
B ' P a )  The doc t r ine  t h a t  the cause s f  our  

e l e c t i o n  i s  not  s o l e l y  t h e  mercy of God and 
t h e  holy mer i t  o f  C h r i s t ,  bu t  that the~e a l s o  
i n  us  i s  a cause on account sf which God has 
elected us t o  e t e r n a l  Lifes 

"l'b) The doc t r ine  that i n  e lect ion God has  
been determined By, has  taken e o p i z a n c e  o f ,  
or has been prompted by t h e  favorable a t t i t u d e  
or a c t i o n  on t h e  p a r t  of  man or anything which 
man is  o r  does oar, omits t o  do a s  'bf hirnsehf 
o r  by h i s  o m  n a t w a l  powers, ' '  

"'c) The doc t r ine  that t h e  f a i t h  i n  Chr is t  
which is inseparably  connected w i t h  e l e c t i o n  
i s  i n  whole o r  i n  part a product sf or depends 
upon man's own choice ,  porxTeP o r  a b i l i t y  ( s e e  
Fo~mzrla of Concord, P a r t  11, Art, 11: 45-47 
and 64-85). 

t f 4 d )  QP that f a i t h  is -the aresult o f  an  
a b i l i t y  and power imparted by t h e  c a l l  o f  
grace, which therefore now dwell wi th in  and 
belong t o  t h e  r egene ra t e  heart ,  enabl ing  it t o  
make a dec is ion  f o r  grace ,  

" ' 5 ,  On the athey h a d  w e  r e j e c t :  
' B t a )  The d ~ c t r h e  that God i n  e l e c t i o n  acts 

a r l t i b r a r i l y  and unmotivated so that He p o i n t s  
ou t  and counts  a c e r t a i n  arbitrary n'ia1r;Ber o f  
any ind iv idua l s  whomsoever and appoi-nts them 
t o  conversion and salvation t o  t h e  exc lus ion  
sf ak% s t h e r s .  

"'b) The d o c t r i n e  t h a t  there are two k inds  

of saving w i l l  i n  Sod, aaze revealed i n  
Scr ip ture  i n  t h e  genera l  order of s a l v a t i o n  
and one t h a t  is different f ~ s m  the f o ~ m e r  
and unknown t o  us, which concerns only t h e  
elect and b r ings  t o  them a more cordial love ,  
a  more pawerful cab1 from God and g r e a t e r  
grace than t o  thsse who remain i n  - the i r  un- 
belief and unsaved cond i t ion ,  

"'c) The doc t r ine  that when the r e s i s t a n c e ,  
which God in c s ~ v e r s i o n  Femoves from those  who 
a r e  saved, i s  not  removed from those  who a r e  
f i n a l l y  lost, t he  cause fo r  t h i s  d i f f e r e n t  
r e s u l t  lies i n  God and t h e  d i f f e r e n t  w i l l  t o  
save embodied i n  H i s  e l e c t i o n ,  

98t8)  The doc t r ine  t h a t  the b e l i e v e r  can 
and s h a l l  have a n  abso lu te  assurance of his 
e l e c t i o n  and salvation i n s t e a d  of an assurance 
of faith, drawn from t h e  promises of God, eon- 
neeted with f e a r  and t rembling and wi th  t h e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  fo r  f a l l i n g ,  which, however, by t h e  
grace of God he be l i eves  shall be no t  r e a l i z e d  
i n  h i s  case. 

In b r i e f ,  a l l  opinions and d o c t r i n e s  
about e l e c t i o n  which d i r e c t l y  o r  i n d i r e c t l y  
would casnf1ic-t with the orde r  o f  saPvat ion and 
would n o t  give to a l l  a full and equa l ly  g r e a t  
oppor tuni ty  t o  be saved, or  which i n  any way 
would &I vio lence  to t h e  Word of God, which 
says:  God "wsuld have all men t o  be saved,  
and came t o  t h e  knowledge of t h e  t r u t h , t '  i n  
which grac ious  and merc i fu l  w i l l  of  God a l l  
e lect ion t o  e te rna l ,  life has i t s  source ,  

"Decosrah , Iowa, 
October 4, 1916 ." 

Y, K, Preus 
'$1 B D  Torr ison 

From No, 4. above to the  end, the document i s  simply 
the with the $hree changes made, Since 
Pa r  s f  the  original i s  omitted, 
Paragraph 2 of the  o r i g ina l  becomes No. 1 here, 



and t h e  numbering o f  the remaini-ng parsgraphs 
l a g s  the  o r i g i n a l  by one respective%y. 

The t w o  Minority men were q u i t e  sure that their 
settlement oc confession was r i g h t  and that i t  was 
s u f f i c i e n t  as a foundation between them and the  
o t h e r s .  They received a telegram f r o m  Dr. Stub 
con ta in ing  3 sariimons tha t  they should be present 
at t he  m e e t i r ~ g  of the  Union Goarmittee i n  Minneap- 
o l i s  on the  10th of October. They went to the 
meeting a n t  were k indly  received. But they were 
t o l d  t ha t  t he  Committee could not go along with 
t h e  p ian .  They had consulted an attorney in these 
matters and he had declared t ha t  i t  would not do. 
However, the Union C o m m i t t e e  took t i m e  t o  de l ib -  
erate with Preus  and Torr i son  the  whole afternoon 
session, 

%he Committee had a l s o  nominaked a sub-emittee 
- P r o f .  Wee, Pastor Tangjerd, and Pas tor  I. D. 
Ylvisaker - t o  deal  wi th  them. The meeting w i t h  
this sub-cornittee took place that sawbe evening, 
It was stated that the Minority could make certain 
reservat-lons end thus  enter i n t o  t h e  union without 
a se t t l emen t ,  Th i s  w a s  not acceptable to Preus 
and Torr isan ,  So they  went heme without  having 
accomplished t h e i r  mission. They were very much 
disappoi-nted t h a t  t h e  Committee had not accepted 
zhe o f f e r  made to them, 

After r e tu rn ing  home t h e  t w o  men received the 
f s l l s w i n g  corwrnunicakion : 

The J o i n t  Camittee reports t o  i t s  ~ e s p e c t i v e  
annual csnven%ions as follows: 

To t h e  ar~nuaJ meeting! 

1. From P r o f ,  C, K .  Preus and Pas tor  1, B. 
Tor r i s sn  t h e  Union Cornittee has received the 
fol lowing com-w,unica%isn 

(Mexe follows the eonamunicatlan o f  Preus 
zPnd Ts r r i son  3.8 repor ted  above, 1 

2 ,  The Union Comni~tee expxlesses i t s  joy and 
thanks t o  God and t o  t h e  above mentioned men 
f o r  t h e  b ro the r ly  s p . i r i t  manifested in. t h e  
above c i t e d  c s ~ ~ ~ n u n i c a t i o n  anad f o r  t h e  d e s i r e  
t h e r e i n  expressed t o  par t ic ipa te  i n  t h e  union 
of  the t h r e e  conferping bs&ies and cooperate  
i n  t h e  rea l iza t ion  of t h e  objectives of t he  
proposed merger, 

3 ,  The Union Corfzmittee, h ~ w e v e r ,  c ~ n s i d e r s  
i t se l f ,  For certain reasons, unable t o  accede 
t o  t h e  procedure proposed i n  the aforementioned 
d o c ~ ~ ~ a ~ e n t ,  v iz , ,  a separate agreeme~~t by and 
between t h e  three confe r r ing  bodies  and a group 
of men and congregat ions belonging t o  one o f  
these bodies, chiefly because it would involve 
misunderstandings, d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  and t ens ions ,  
for it is not  poss ib l e  to base t h e  merger on 
t w o  diss imi la r  agreements, of  which t h e  l a t e r  
one would necessarily d i sp lace  the  e a r l i e r  one 
and become effective i n  its s t e a d ,  
4, But as far as -the e s s e n t i a l  p o i n t s  r a i s e d  
ape c o n e e ~ n e d ,  t h e  Union Committee w i l l  never- 
theless y i e l d  t o  t he  aforementiolsed reques t  by 
~eeommending .tlo t h e  annual, meetings of t h e  
respective bodies t h e  adoption of t h e  fol lowing 
resolution : 

"While -the annual  meeting reaffirms i t s  
p o s i t i o n  on t h e  unaltered 'Agreementv a s  b a s i s  
for t h e  rnerger of t h e  t h r e e  conferring bod ies ,  
i(: expres s ly  takes cognizance of  the t h r e e  r e s -  
elpvations concerning Sections 1, 3, and 4 i n  
"ce 'Agreement9 as stated i n  t h e  r eques t  of 
P r o f ,  C , K, Preus and t h e  Rev. I. B, Torrison ; 
never theless  t h e  annual meeting hereby i n v i t e s  
that g-oup of men and congregat ions whose views 
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are exp~essed in the above cited request to 
p a r t k i p a t e  in t h e  formation OF the new body 
with full ~ q u a l i - t y  and mutual b ro the r ly  recsg- 
nition, 

g'?l/%, 0, Wee 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 'qL, D. Mlvisaker 
Oc-kober 12, 1916 "Pede.~. Tangj e rd  

Secretaries 

rn she reactf~gl of Preus and Torrison was that 
they  were thankful that t he  carnietee had taken 
their c o ~ ~ u n i c a t i o n  under considerat ion,  But t h i s  
resolution tha t  the Cornittee adapted was not 
accep t ab l e  Z Q  them i n  t h i s  form because i t  d i d  not 
appear  c lear ly  enough t ha t  the  Cornittee acceded 
t o  them " in  substance ,'Vut they s t i l l  had hope. 
The Union Comaittee now elected a new sub-camlittee 
t o  deal  w i t h  Bveus and Torrisan, This time it was 
D r ,  K i b d a h l ,  P r o f ,  Wee, and Pas to r  J ~ r d a & % ,  

The th ings  repor ted  thus  f a r  have been gleaned 
from t h e  a x ~ l e l e  s f  D r ,  Preus and Rev. Tsrrison 
i n  the  M i r ~ a r x t y  gaper ,  Ret iedning sg Fsrsvar re- 

-- , - -  3 

ferred t o  above, A t  t h i s  p o i n t  in t he i r  presen- 
t a t i o n  sf the  mztter the t w o  nten write: 

k%a$ t h e  good I k ~ d  may b r ing  out  of this we 
do not know, We th ink  t h a t  wc should be 
able t o  f i n d  one f a r m  o r  another which bo$h 
part ies  cou ld  a ~ h o w l e d g e  as a basis f o r  
u n i t y ,  common f a i t h ,  and csmsn wark, 

Among our  f r i ends  there may be khase who 
th ink  ghat w e  s l~ . su ld  not have engaged i n  
t h i s ,  t h a t  w e  s u b j e c t  ourselves t o  tempta- 
t i o n  and endanger our cause, t h a t  we have 
begged sufficiently so a s  t s  avoid d ivis ion,  
t h G t  w e  should have sought the approval o f  
t he  Minori ty  and obtained s igna tu res  to our 
cox:~-r;~unlcaticpn. ( I n  t h i s  Last mateer , 

D r ,  KiEdahP and P r o f ,  Wee had advjsed them 
agains t  getting s%gnatures because it then 
6 0 ~ l d  be interpreted as a g i t a t i o n  on t h e i r  
p a r t  and would hinder  t h e  cons idera t ion  of 
their  cause in the Unisn C ~ i r ~ i t t e e ,  --AeM eH 

NJen we see i&at now f a l l s w s ,  we nas t  say 
that eke j i ~ d g ~ r e n t  o f  friends was indeed r i g h t  - 
t h a t a t h e y  were subjec t ing  themselves t o  tempta- 
tion and eadang~xing the i r  cause, In t h e  s t o r y  
t ha t  ~~$IOTPPS it is evident t h a t  Preus and Tor r i -  
son d i d  g s  along with a settlexrzent o f  t he  matter 
in a l ~ t o s $  ehe: i den t i ca l  manner In  which they had 
had courage ts reject the o f f e r  t h e  f irst  time it 
was made, It i s  tmsrag t o  attempt t o  come t o  
t e r r a s  with error, as these men were t r y i n g  t o  do ,  
They had been t o l d  t ha t  would n o t ,  and 
could not  be changed, That should have se t t led  
it, But Preus and $orrison an..et w i t h  the new 
sub-cornittee t ha t  had been elected by the  J o i n t  
Union Cornittee, The meeting was held  a t  Austin, 
Minnesota, A t  ehls  meeting the r e p l y  s f  t h e  
Union Coxwittee was altered somewhat, T h i s  was 
la ter  adopted by ehe Uaijisn Cornittee and a "Note9' 
was added to i t ,  S s  the  answer Preus and cforrison 
received from the  Union Canmlttee reads as follows: 

The Union Csm~:ittee assembled in Minneapolis 
from t h e  5th to 7th of December, 1916, on 
t h e  basis sf nego t i a t ions  which have already 
taken place, adopted the following revised 
reply to the previously recejved request: 

I. Unaltered, 
TI, Unaltered, 
$11, The Union Cormittee, hawever, considers 
itself, for certain reasons, unable to accede 
%a t he  pmcedure proposed in the aforementioned 
dacunlent, v i z , ,  a separate agreemen-t by and 
between t h e  ttwee conferping bodies and a group 
sf men and c s n g ~ e g a t i o n s  Belonging to one of 
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these bodies ,  c h i e f l y  Beeauss i t  wauld involve 
misunderstandings and d i f f i c ~ l t i z s ,  
IV, Eut as f a r  as t h e  essen"%-al psizits ~ a i s e d  
ape m n c e ~ n e i ? ,  the UnrEap, Committee w i l l  never- 
theless yield to -the aforementioned request by 
a?ecommendii.n,g to the arinual mee"cings of t he  re- 
spec t i - r e  L o d i e s  f o r  adoption the foliowi.ng 
resol~l - t ion  : 

!'The annual  meeting expressly takes eagni- 
zance s f  the three ~eservations concerning 
Sect ion 1, 3 ,  and 4 i n  the ?AgreementF as 
staxed i n  the request  s f  Prof, 6 ,  K, Preus 
and t h e  Rev, 1 B Torrison and declares t h a t  
there i s  na-ching in the aforementioned reques-i: 
which i s  contraaay to Scr i ip tu~e  and the Con- 
f e s s i o n s ,  and t h a t  we regard the position 
t aken  in that document as a sufficient expres- 
s ion  of u n i t y  in faith, Therefax7e t h a t  group 
of men and congregations whose positinn is 
stated in t h e  above ci ted request are inv i t ed  
to become membe~s of t h e  new body with  f u l l  
equality and m-tual b ro the r ly  recogrlition . 

!'Note, It i s  obvious -that the above ci ted 
reso$uJcion must not be construed to mean that 
'Agreementv as a basis for the unicn o f  t h e  
t h ~ e e  con t rac t i rg  bodies thereby has been 
abridged or: altered." 

The a l te red  form a f  the  -- 0 i f 3  cal led the 
Austin Agreement o r  the  Aust in  Setelement ____l- and the  
reply of  the union Committee, togerher w i t h  t h e  
Note, is called -- The Invitation. I n  d iscuss ing  
the  h i s t o r y  of irhe Austin ~etilement on the  floor 
sf the 1917 Synod convention, D r .  C, K ,  Preus 
said : 

A t  t h i s  meeting in Aus t i a  we agreed an tha t  
which has s ince  been accepted by the Union 
Ga~migkee and sent t o  us  In  t h e  fsm of an 
invieation t~ be along,  we a ~ ~ d  they who share 

- 2 2  - 

ollx -ae- i,..jsliLoa. -, 2 --- A raote was ;idded by the  
c ~ t s ~ i k c e z  ~ h i c h  neverthel-ess does  n o t  a l t e r  
the  canCe%ts s f  t he  klv2-tatlc%n, 

The fact- o f  t h e  ~riatter i s ,  klswevex, t h a t  t h e  
Note added to %he I n v f t a t i o ~ ~  e i fec t ive ly  n u u i f i e s  
the concessisn~ see~ingly granted ?n Che Aust in 
SettPes~kem. 181 a l l  tamed act. li., the end t o  be 
b a s i c a l l y  the  same as the. p r e ~ i o u s  invitation 
which Pxee-IS and Torsison had rejected 

A f t e r  Chrfsemas, 193-6, Preus and Tor r i s sn  went 
to SL ~ , Q u ~ . E ;  la order  t o  confer w i t h  B r o f e s s ~ r s  
F. P i e n e r ,  W.K.T, Dau, and Theodore Graebner a t  
Goncordia Seminary concerning the  Austin Settle- 
men$, After t h a t  meeting the adv ice  given them 
w a s  put i n t o  ~ ~ ~ i t i n g  under date o f  January 9, 
1917. The au$'gror of  t h e  l e t t e r  was D r ,  P i e p e r ,  
but  it was signed a l s o  by the ather t w o  profes-  
sors. Tk  was vrieten in Geman, but  w e  here give 
a pi.rg-io~k of rite letter Jn translation as follows: 

... In "ale macter wMeh was the  saB+ct of 
GUZ discuss ion ,  ghe po in t  a t  issue was not  
-ri~%ieaher the minrtgity ought t o  make f irst  en- 
t:rairce i n t o  a ,%taxation as now pending in 
%he i'3nrrgegian Synod - t h i s  we should advise 
no o m  ts do - bug t h e  po in t  at i s sue  was 
wlaetimesr &he min.orf t y  sb,ouj-d be aiilder con- 
s t la : ln t  to leave the  Nomegiana Synod now f o r  
feasoas of conscience, ox= whether matters 
wzre st111 in S U C ~  a s ta te  that i t  is your 
du ty  to continue to bear witness t o  the  
truth,, , , 

The~efora, we hold that the t i m e  has not  
yet arrived for an  immediate severance of 
c s n n c c t i ~ n s  w i t h  the Nsmegian Synod, bu t  
t h a t  your duty lies in the d i rec t ion  o f  se- 
curing, w i t h  God's h e l p ,  free recogni t ion  
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f o r  the math i n  the Norwegian Synod, b y  
bearing witness to t h e  same, 

(Quoted from A City S e t  on a BLLiI - ----5+ 

p p B  65-46)  

A meeting o f  the Minority was held at West 
Hotel i n  Minneapolis on January 17 and 3-8, 1917. 
The number o f  those p r e s e n t  has  been given by 
some as j u s t  over 100. P r o f .  Theo. Aaberg, in 

S e t  on a B i l l ,  g ives  t h e  number as 158 - 
200 pastors  and menlbers. The purpose was to de- 
cide what t h e  Minsnritg now should do in view o f  
the  Austin Settlemer;kt and t h e  Invitation to t h e  
Minority to enter i n t o  the merger, There was 
much discussioax, But t h e  r e s u l t  was that a 
major i ty  of those present adopted a ca re fu l ly  
worded r e so lu t ion  accepting the  invLta t ion  ex- 
tended by t h e  J o i n t  Corn i t t ee  on Union, The 
r e s o l u t i o n  reads as follsws: 

The j o i n t  committee of the  three negotiating 
ckurcnes has i n  accordance w i th  an agreement 
between the subcommittee o f  t h e  jo in t  com- 
mittee and P r o f ,  C ,  K ,  Preus and Rev, 1, B ,  
Torrigon resolved to reco~mend i c  the  respec- 
Give aarauai menkings a resolution t~ extend 
a I n x ~ $ . ~ a t i ~ ~ m  90 those  nen and coagregatl.s)ns 
who share the views o f  sa id  persons to jo in  
the  sanion, 

The i r n v i t a t f s ~ ~  acknowledges t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  
t h e  minority, s ince  it does net f i n d  therefa 
anything t o  contradict Scr ipeure  o r  the  Con- 
f e s s ions ,  bu t  regards  i t  as an adequate ex- 
pression f a r  unity af f a i t h ,  and g%ve% the 
expression, " re spons ib i l i t y  over against  the 
acceptance o r  r e j e c t i o n  of grace'' a s a k i s -  
factory explanat ion ,  

It i s  self-evident that t h e  note actached ts 
t h e  inv2.tation does not  al ter  sr eoatradict  
iss contents, 

The minsrity hereby accepts s a i d  i n v i t a t i o n ,  
beseeching God t o  guide t h i s  move t h a t  it may 
be a b l e s s i n g  to His church, 

( T h i s  i s  found i n  the  Norx~egian language in 
Synodical Report ,  1917, p .  150, and in English 
translation i n  A C i t y  SgL an a K&1., p. 6 6 , )  

Rev, 9, E ,  Thoen i n  h i s  a r t i c le  on The Austin 
Lutk,  Sentinel 1925, pp, 282, 283 

discusses t h i s  matter as Esllsws: 

It was evidently the sense of the  meeting that 
t h i s  r e so lu t ion  was t o  be one of the documents 
c o n s t i t u t i n g  t h e  agreement upon which the  
minority agreed t o  enter t h e  union, A com- 
mittee c o n s i s t i n g  of Prof ,  P r eus ,  Rev, Torr lson 
and Bon, %, S .  Swenson was elected t o  present 
t h i s  resolution to the j o in t  camit tee ,  It 
seema $hat P r o f ,  Preus and Rev, Ts r r i son  were 
hindered from being present at t he  delivery 
o f  the r e s o l u t i o n ,  and it was presented by 
Mr, Swenson, I n  the repert  sf the j o i n t  corn- 
mltzee to t he  annual meetings of the churches 
we f i n d  the  fallswing wncernfng t h i s  matter: 
"A m%ting f r a m  Prs$, C , K Prem and Rev, 
I. B e  Torrfson was brought t o  the  union com- 
mittee by Mr, Ex-Hfnister E ,  S ,  Swenson on the  
23rd of January, 1917, Mr, Ex-Minister L ,  S ,  
Swensoa,as the  t h i r d  member of the  committee, 
d e c t g d  by the so-called ninority, read the  
w r i t i n g  and declared %hat t h i s  -miting was not  
an a d d i t i o n  to the invitation of the union com- 
mittee, that it was not  t o  be submitted t o  t h e  
annual meetings af the three churches; t h a t  it 
was not to be published and t h a t  i t s  o b j e c t  
was merely t o  r e p o r t  &hat the minority, under 
the supposition that t h e  annual meetings ap- 
prove the invitatian of the  uuisn c o m i t t e e ,  
accepts i t , as it was tendered, beseeching 
God to guide this move t ha t  it may be a b l e s s i n g  
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t o  H i s  church, '' (Report  s f  the UnP ~ e d  Church 
meeting, pp ,  465-466,) 

I f  Mr, Sataenson is  quoted cor rec t ly  i n  t h i s  
r e p o r t ,  i t  i s  our  convic t ion  that he d i d  not. 
s t a t e  the i n t e n t i o n  s f  the  minor i ty  i n  his 
r e p o r t ,  H e  had no r i g h t  t o  present Chis ress- 
l u t i s n  as a mere news item t o  be throiqn i n t o  
t h e  waste basket  of the esmittee af ter  i t  had 
been heard ,  Great pains were taken in decfding 
upon t h e  wording of t h i s  r e so lu t ion ,  and the 
wording of i t  i s  evidence t h a t  i t  w a s  not fn- 
tended as merely a news i t e m ,  I f  the  other 
members of t h e  c o r n i t t e e  au thor ized  him to 
r e p o r t  as he d i d ,  their dnsistance sn the eare-  
f u l  wording of the  resolugion was mere play ,  

The fac t  remains, however, t h a t  according t o  
t h e  o f f i c i a l  records ,  which now are h i s t s r i c a l  
documents, t he  i n t e n t i o n  0% t he  minor i ty  was 
t o t a l l y  f r u s t r a t e d .  The e d i t o r  s f  the r e p o r t  
of  the  annual  meeting of the United Church had 
added a foot-note t o  M r ,  Swenson's report, ex- 
p l a in ing  why the "sa~cep~;ance" 0%: res~lution of 
t h e  minor i ty  accept ing  t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  to join 
t h e  union, should not  be submitted to t h e  annual 
meetings, made a p a r t  of the dseunlents of agree- 
ment, o r  even publ i shed ,  The foest-noee reads  
thus :  ""The said w r i t i n g  contained namely an 
express ion  - ' t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  acknowledges t h e  
a t t i t u d e  s f  the minor i tyq  - which d i d  not appear 
i n  t h e  invitation of the  union c o r n i t t e e , "  
(Report s f  Annual Meeting of the U ~ ~ i t e d  Church, 
1917, p ,  4 6 6 , )  

This  i s  the reason,  It w a s  not  t h e  in ten t ion  
of t h e  union cornittee t o  recornend t o  the  
annual  meetings to acknowledge the  view of the 
minor i ty  a t  a l l ,  The r e s o l u t i o n  i n v i t i n g  the  
minor i ty  t o  jo in  must not  be taken i n  that 
sense ,  The union c o r n i t t e e  very zealsusly 
guarded a g a i n s t  such an understandfng, The 

minority was allawed t o  hold t h e i r  peculZar 
view o f  the "inVita~%~n9" b u t  it must not 
appear that the union cornittee o r  the  annual 
meetings acknowledge t h i s  v i e w .  The " invita- 
tion" o r  reselution recs~me~ded t o  the  meet- 
ings far adcptiow was t h e  only kheng voted on 
and adopted by the meetings. The "Austin 
AgseemeantPP is not OBI* record as ssmekhf-wg t h e  
three churches have accepted as a statement  of 
t h e i r  doctrine o r  as a part of the csnfessfons  
sf  the  aerger, o r  the Morweglan Lutheran Church 
of &i~e-sciea, 

A t  -t&e conx~ention 0% t he  Synod previous t o  t h e  
merging o f  t he  three cht~rch bodies  i n  1919, t h e s e  
were members o f  the  Minority who spske  against 
the resolution which the J o i n t  Union Committee 
proposed f u r  adoption by the respective annual 
aeetings, naa~ely the i nv i t a t i on  ts the  Minori ty 
t o  jo in  the merger, They were the fol lowing:  
Pastars 0. T o  Lee, Holden Qlsen,  B e  Harstad,  and 
3 ,  A, ?4~2ds tad ,  The last named xaade a motion, 
seconded by Rev. Lee ,  t o  s t r i k e  the Note appended 
ts the i ~ ~ v i t a e l s n :  

Et Ps self-evident thak the  above s t a t e d  
r e s s lu t i sn  must not be in terpreted to mean 
thae "@ggjrstrgbas the  basis f o r  union between 
the ghree contracting churches I s  thereby 
abbreviated o r  changed, 

T h i s  mation was vat-ed d o m e  The r e s o l u t i o n  of 
t h e  union csxmi t tee  was adopted,  b u t  there were 
eighteen %aha vsred agains t  it, 

D r ,  C ,  M, Preus then spske,  mentisning t h a t  
there -indeed s t i l l  were express ions  that were 
mang and needed t o  be emrested; neve r the le s s ,  
he s a i d  chat the Minority accepted the I n v i t a t i o n .  
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r e a f t e r  t h e  assembly arose and sang t h e  
"Pra ise  t o  Thee and a$orat ion, 'band  he 

an voiced a  prayer  of thanksgiving,  (Ke- 
of 1917 Convention, pages 148-150,)  

The Committee of the  S p o d i c a l  Conference t h a t  
w a s  t o  meet with t h e  Synod previsus  t o  the  Merger 
came t o  S t .  Paul t o  f u l f i l l  its mission. They 
were no t  given t h e  oppor tuni ty  t o  do s o ,  However, 
they  d i d  n e e t  wi th  a l i t t l e  group a b  Minority men 
i n  the Aberdeeft Hotel in St, Paul ,  These were 
t h e  ones who s t i l l  s tood by t h e  declaration of 
t h e  Minority i n  l 9 l 6 ,  The Synodical Conference 
Committee, however, depar ted  Gram S t ,  Paul pre- 
v ious  t o  the l a s t  s e s s ion  s f  the Synod, 

The l i t t l e  group i n  t h e  Aberdeen Hotel  was 
l e f t  a lone  t o  d e l i b e r a t e  on the  quest ion sE  what 
t o  do i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  The fol lowing d e c l a r a t i o n  
was unanimously agreed upon: 

1. W e  cannot f o r  conscience 's  sake j o i n  t h e  
new church body on the  present  ba s i s ,  
2 .  W e  earatinue to s tand  on the  018 confession 
and o rgan iza t ion  which w e  as Christ ians have 
t h e  l i b e r t y  t o  defend and under wh&c& w e  m.8y 
work from now on as he re to fo re ,  

I n  t h e  month of June i n  t h e  year 1918 t he  Nor- 
wegian Synod of t h e  h e r i c a n  Eve Luth9ra;h-s Smod 
w a s  organized at Lime Creek Church, Lake Mills, 
Iowa. This  i s  now our Evangel ical  Lutheran 
Synod. 

- Adolph M, Marstad 
Madf son, Wiseonsin 

WDEWSTMDPNG OF THE H I E L  AND 

PWBVPDENCE OF GOB IN 14UMM LIFE*  

Chapter 4 

GOD'S WILL WGAmING SALVMION OF PEOPLE 

God created Adam and Eve t o  l i v e  t o  H i s  g lo ry .  
It m s  H i s  ho ly  w i l l  t h a t  they be p e r f e c t  in ,  a l l  
they thought ,  d e s i r e d ,  s a i d ,  and d i d ,  Thus they ,  
t h e  parents s f  t h e  whole humm r a c e ,  would b r ing  
h o ~ ~ o r  and praise to His Name, In their p e r f e c t  
s t a t e  God gave them a c o m i s s i o n ,  "Be  f r u i t f u l  
and mul t ip ly ,  and f i l l  the earth" (Gen. 1 : 2 8 ) .  
Gad's interation was that Adam and Eve and t h e i r  
descendants would live f o r  H i m ,  and i n  cornunion 
with Eim, 

Today the v a s t  major i ty  of mankind no longer  
l i v e s  t o  God's g l o r y 3  bu t  most of humanity i s  
estranged from Him. It i s ,  however, s t i l l  H i s  
w i l l  t h a t  people be i n  harmony and cornunion 
wi th  Him,  and g l o r i f y  H i s  Name, 

Our f irst  pa ren t s  were c rea t ed  perfect ,  B e -  
f o r e  t h e  F a l l  they were a l l  t h a t  God intended 
them t o  be,  Gsd had made them in H i s  own image, 
The Genesis accsunt  says ,  "God c r e a t e d  man in 
h i s  image, i n  t h e  image s f  God he created him, 
male and $ m a l e  he c rea t ed  themf8 (Gen, 1:27) .  
Because they  bore God's image, they were n o t  
only r ighteous  a ~ d  holy ,  but the image of God 
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in them a l s o  cons i s t ed  in the  r i g h t  d%spssi$isn 
of t h e i r  i n c e l P e c t  and w i l l ,  i n  the%r knowledge 
of God and t h e  will t o  do only God's will.1 
p iepe r  s tzces  "God created man i n  the  divine 
image, . -t41a",m ef H i s  creatures would h o w  
Him, l i v e  i n  conformity w i t h  His will., and in 
communion w i t h  H i m  enjoy b l i s s e s f 2  Adam and Eve 
l ived i n  harmony with God before they f e l l  i n to  
sin (Gen, 3: 8 ,  9 ) -  

The f a l l  i n t o  s i n  shattered the r e l a t i o n s h i p  
between them and God, They Isst t h e  image af 
~ o d . ~  In s t ead  o f  being pure ,  r i gh teous ,  and holy, 
t hey  w e r e  now sinners, They had becme Post and 
condemned creatures,  

Pa Genesis 5:3 we are t o l d  t h a t  Adam "became 
t h e  f a t h e r  of a son in h i s  own l%keness, after 
h i s  image."  KoehLer remarks tha t  "Adam's children 
no longer  had t h e  perfect image QE Cad, bu t  the 
s i n f u l  image o f  t h e i r  father ."4 S i n f u l  depravi ty  
became a universal human condition, 

But it was the will of God that Adam and Eve 
and those  who would fo l l ow  them, would once again 
be able t o  l i v e  t o  H i s  g l o r y ,  Although a%b des- 
cendants of Adam wauld h e  born i n  sin, B e  wanted 
people  ts be acceptable ta Him i n  H i s  h o l i n e s s ,  
Therefore  B e ,  H i m s e l f ,  took t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  and 
provided t h e  s o l u t i o n  to t he  human problem of s i n ,  
It was ow @he evening sf $he day t h a t  t h e  f i rs t  
s i n  was committed that God announced H i s  e ~ e ~ n a l  
p lan  whereby s i n  could be  forgiven and people 
would  once again be enab led  to l ive  f o r  the holy 
purposes  f o r  which they had been made, %t is 
contained i n  the words he  spoke to t he  serpent 
"1 w i l l  put enmity between you and the wsman and 
between your seed and her seed; he s h a l l  bruise 
your head and you s h a l l  b r u i s e  h i s  heelfr (Gene 
3:%5), P a u l  E ,  Rretzmann says  concerning t h i s  
verse : 

mat w a s  a curse f o r  ?he serpent  and t he  devi l  . . . .was a g l o r i o u s ,  eom%sr$$-ag p r a n ~ i s e  fa r  
f a l l e n  ~ i a n k i n d ,  t h e  f : i3"sC great Gospel procla-  
mation. . . .Chris2 the p ~ o m j s s d  Seed s f  t h e  
woman, b0ri.i af the descendc~nts  o f  Eve, and y e t  
the almighty God, is the s t r o a g  Champion of 
mankind, who h a s  de l ivered  a l l  men from the  
power of Satan and h i s  migkey a l l i e s ,  5 

This promise was repeatedly  given t o  the  peop l e  of 
the  Old Testament era, The prophesies weve ex- 
panded. Details s f  H i s  l i f e  and work were given 
by God through His spokesmen, Then '"hew t h e  t i m e  
had f u l l y  come, God s e n t  f o r t h  h i s  Son, born of a 
&roman, born under the  law) to redeem Chose who 
were under the l a w ,  ss t h a t  we might receive t h e  
adoption af sans8' (Gene 4::  4 , 5 ) ,  

To e f f ec t  the  redemption o f  humanity, Jesus 
Chris t  l ived a perfect,  sinless l i f e  as the  sub- 
stitute f o r  a l l ,  The Catechism s a y s  that  H e  
"fulfilled the l a w  i n  my stead p e r f e c t l y  ."h 
Speaking o f  B i s  rfghtesusness as humanity's s ~ l b -  
stitute, the  Apos t le  P a u l  wrote: 

as one man's trespass l e d  t o  condemnation 
f o r  all Inen, sa ane man% act o f  righteous- 
ness leads ta acquit ta l  and l i f e  f o r  a l l  
e n  FOP as by one man" d isobedience  many 
were mde s i ~ n e r s ,  so by one man's obedi- 
ence aany w i l l  be made righteous (Rom. 5:18,19).  

h -~dexs  Nygren csments  "We who ' i n  Adam, ' and 
because of h i s  d i sobedience ,  came t o  stand as 
sinners,  have now 'in C h ~ i s t , *  and because of 
His sbedfence, come t o  stand before  God as 
r ighteous .  "7 

Jesus C h r i s t  ne t  only l ived  p e r f e c t l y  in man- 
kind" swead, but  H e  gave Himself as  a sacr i f ice  
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on t h e  c rass  of Calvary t o  pay i n  full the price 
and t h e  penalty for all human sin, The B i b l e  i s  
r e p l e t e  w i t h  passages which carry t h i s  t r u t h ,  
Annorag the many S c r i p t u r e  verses conveying t h i s  
saving message are: "Christ d i e d  f a r  our s ins9 '  
(I Cor, 15: 3 ) ,  and "the blood of Jesus h i s  Son 
cleanses us  from a l l  sinf"(% John 1: 7 b ) ,  Luther 
has summarized the  B i b l i c a l  t e ach ing  b e a u t i f u l l y  
i n  h i s  explanation of t h e  second a r t i c l e  s f  t h e  
Apost le ' s  Greed: 

I be l i eve  t h a t  Jesus C h r i s t ,  . . .has redeemed 
m e ,  a l o s t  and condemned creature,  purchased 
and won m e  from a l l  s i n s ,  from death and from 
the  power O E  t h e  d e v i l ;  no t  w i t h  go ld  o r  sil- 
ver ,  bu t  w i t h  his holy,  p r ec ious  blood and 
w i t h  Mis innocent  su f fe r ing  and d e a t h ,  8 

On t h e  t h i r d  day a f ee r  H i s  d e a t h ,  Be v i e t o r -  
ious ly  rose f rom the  tomb, Paul  s ays  H e  was 
" r a i s ed  f o r  our  j u s t l f i e a t i a n "  (Rom, 4 :  2 $ b p  AS 
Me rose a34  who believe on H i m  1;Psha31 r ise t o  
e te rna l  l i f e .  "9 Jesus, B i r n s e l f  , sa id  "1 am the 
r e su r r ec tboa  aaid %he l i f e ;  he who believes i n  me, 
though he die, yet s h a l l  he l i v e ,  and whosoever 
l i v e s  and believes in me s h a l l  never die9'  (,John 
11: 25,26), 

According t o  the  g r ac ious  will s f  God H i s  Son 
l i v e d ,  d i e d  and rose again t o  overcome s i n ,  
dea th  and t h e  devil f o r  all. people ,  Be secured  
t h e  forgiveness af s i n s  f o r  a l l ,  Th-ca3ugk Him 
people are enabled to l i v e  t o  the  g lo ry  of God, 
a l r eady  here and now. H e  ha s  made p o s s i b l e  
eternal s a l v a t i o n  f o r  all people ,  The race be- 
stowed thro~s_gh H i m  i s  ;~r.z~iversal grace, d John 
wrote, "15 any one does s i n ,  w e  have an advocake 
w i t h  t h e  Father, Jesus C h r i s t  t he  r i gh t eous ,  and 
he is  t h e  exp ia t ion  f o r  our  s i n s ,  and not  f o r  ours 
on ly ,  bu t  a l so  f o r  the  s i n s  o f  the. whole wor ld"  

(1 o h  2 2 The b e s t  know o f  all t h e  words 
of Jesus nake clear t h a t  the grace  s f  God o f f e r e d  
in H i m  i s  universal i n  na tu re ,  H e  s a i d ,  "God SO 

loved t h e  world t h a t  he gave h i s  only Son, t h a t  
whoever b e l i e v e s  in H i m  s k s ~ ~ P d  n o t p e r i s h  b u t  
have eternal life9' (John 3 :  161, Bieper  s t a t e s  
that "The grace and favor  o f  God i n  Chr i s t  toward 
all men i s  described i n  S c r i p t u r e ,  . . * a s  t h e  
w i l l  of God."ll Koehler s ays  "This good and 
grac ious  will. s f  God i s  made knom t o  use i n  t h e  
~ o s p e l .  "I2 

East on ly  has God made p rov i s ion  f o r  the salva- 
tion of all people, b u t  i t  is H i s  w i l l  t h a t  a11 
be saved, and that none be l o s t ,  H e  wishes a l l  
people  to be beneficiaries sf His u n i v e r s a l  g r ace  
in Jesus  C h r i s t ,  

A clear Scripkuelue passage on t h i s  po in t  i s  
P Timothy 2: 4 .  In  t h i s  verse we read  t h a t  God 
"'desires all men t o  be saved and ts come t o  t h e  
knowledge o f  the truth,"" The word t r ans la ted  
"des i res"  is  a form of the Greek verb the lo .14  
Cementing on this verse, Koehler w r i t e s   here 
is no person living on earth whom God does n o t  
want t o  draw to Christ by the ~ o s p e l , " l ~  Also 
regarding t h i s  Sc r ip tu re ,  G o t t f r i e d  Thomasius 
s a i d  "'Gsdss saving will i s  universal ,  i t  embraces 
a l l  men, "I6 R e  D. H. Lenski s ta tes  that "The 
truth that God wants all men to be saved i s  t o  be 
cor robora ted  by the fact that Christ 'gave him- 
self a ransom for all'. . . .and that God pro- 
vides the ef f i cac ious  means of grace and salva- 
tion f o r  a~%,"" 

&lother  B ib l e  verse f r equen t ly  ci%ed by Luth- 
erans regard ing  the desire of God t o  save all pea- 
p l e  i s  I1 Peter 3:  9b where God i s  desc r ibed  "not 
wishing tha t  any should perish, but t h a t  all 
should reach repentance.  "I8 in t h i s  verse t h e  
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Greek verb f o r  "wishing" i s  boulomai.l9 In  h i s  
New Testament c o m e n t a r y  Lenski t r a n s l a t e d  as 
fo l lows ,  "not i n t end ing  t h a t  same p e r i s h ,  bu t  
t h a t  a l l  have room f o r  repentance."20 Kretzmann 
w r i t e s  of God, "He wants a l l  men to t u r n  t o  Him 
i n  t r u e  repentance and f a i t h ;  R e  wants them a l l  
t o  accept H i s  grace and mercy i n  Jesus  C h r i s t  
t h e  Sav io r ,  r82 1 

An Old Testament t e x t  which carries t h e  same 
tho-ght i s  Ezekie l  33: 11, "As I l i v e ,  says t h e  
Lord God, I have no p l ea su re  i n  the  dea th  sf the 
wicked, bu t  t h a t  the  wicked t u r n  from h i s  way 
and l i v e ,  " 

Even though God c l e a r l y  wishes t o  save  a l l  
people ,  all people w i l l  no t  b e  saved. Many w i l l  
be l o s t ,  J e sus  s a i d ,  "the g a t e  is w i d e  and the 
way is  easy ,  t h a t  l e a d s  t o  d e s t r u c t i o n ,  and t h o s e  
who e n t e r  by i t  are many. For the gate i s  narrow 
and t h e  way i s  hard tha t  l e a d s  t o  l i f e ,  and those  
who f i n d  i t  axe f e w "  (Matt ,  7:  13,14), Only 
those  who b e l i e v e  i n  Jesus  C h r i s t  as t h e i r  Savior  
w i l l  be saved,  Those who do n o t  b e l i e v e  i n  Him. 
w i l l  be darned,  w i l l  be Los t .  The words of J e s u s  
l eave  no doubt .  H e  s ta ted,  "Me who b e l i e v e s  and 
i s  bapt ized  w i l l  be saved; bu t  h e  who does no t  
b e l i e v e  w i l l  be condemned" (Mark %6: 3.6). 

I f  i t  is Gad's w i l l  t h a t  a l l  be saved,  and i f  
no t  a l l  will be saved,  then  w i l l  God's w i l l  u l t i -  
mately be f r u s t r a t e d  i n  this mat t e r ?  Hu t t e r  would 
answer with a "yes," f o r  in d i s c u s s i n g  these m a t -  
ters he s a i d ,  "The w l l l  of God is  not  always done 
o r  f u l f i l l e d .  "22 Pieper  would ag ree ,  f o r  he 
w r i t e s  : 

S c r i p t u r e  d e f i n i t e l y  t eaches  ' t h a t  God i n t e n d s  
what i s  never  accomplished. '  S e r i p t u ~ e  t eaches  
t h a t  God in t ends  t o  save the  world through 

- 24 - 

C h r i s t  (John 3 ;  17) and t h a t  nevertheless 
God's purpose  i s  no t  accom l i s h e d  jn a p a r t  
of mankind'VJohn 3 :  18) ,  25 

He refers t o  John 3 :  17, 18, These verses 
read as fo l lows:  

God s e n t  t h e  Eon into t he  w s r l d ,  no t  to con- 
dem~ the wuir ld ,  bu t  that t he  world  might  be 
saved through him, H e  who believes i n  him 
is no2 condemed; he  who does not  believe i s  
condemned a l r e a d y  because he has n o t  be l ieved  
i n  t h e  name 0% the s a l y  Sen of God, 

I% on the  basis a f  these verses we ask, " \ f iat  i s  
God's w i l l  as t o  saving  and damning people?"  we  
must answer i n  two ways, The answer from 
verse 1 7  i s  that Gad desires  t o  condemn no one, 
bu t  t o  save all people ,  without  exception,  by 
f a i t h  i n  Christ. A f t e r  that w e  nay, on t h e  b a s i s  
of verse 18, th ink  of God a s  willing ts condemn 
those whs refuse to believe in ~ i m ,  24 

In % h i s  matter Lutheran dsgmaticians d i s t i n -  
gsmish between ~ ~ i ~ a t  they c a l l  "the f i r s t  and --- 
second will of ~ a d . " ~ ~  The f i r s t  w i l l  they term 
t h e  antecedent will of God, and the second they  
refer t o  as the  consequent will o f  God .26 Hollaz 
c a l l e d  the f i r s t i l l  God's "general" will. and 
he spoke s f  t h e  second will as God's Btspec ia l ' "  
w i l l .  27 Gerhard called t h e  antecedent will "the 
will o f  raercy," and t h e  consequent "khe w i l l  of 
jus$ ice  * 'P28 These des ignat ions  were  not  some- 
th ing  w l ~ i ~ h  o r i g i n a t e d  with Lutherans,  The church 
father Crysostom spoke of a "first will, accord ing  
t o  which God w i l l s  t h a t  t h e  s inners  should n o t  be  
l o s t ,  and o f  a .  . . .second will, according t o  
which God w i l l s  the ultflif~ate damnation of t hose  
who persist i n  t h e i r  sinsen29 
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While Lutherans speak of the f i rs t  (antece- 
dent ,  general ,  mercy) w i l l  of God, and of the 
second (consequent,  s p e c i a l ,  jus t ice)  w i l l  of God, 
they  are extremely c a r e f u l  t o  stress that God has 
only one will. Gerhard w r i t e s  that " th i s  d i v i -  
s i o n ,  . . . d i s t i n g u i s h e s  not  the  w i l l  by itself, 
which i n  G Q ~  is one and undivided j u s t  as &he 
essence also i s  one,  bu t  i t s  t w o f o l d  re la t ione t ' 30  
H e  says  the  antecedent w i l l  has to do with the 
means s f  salvation being o f f e r e d  t o  all by God, 
and the  consequent w i l l  has t o  do w i t h  % h a  being 
accepted o r  rejected by rnen.31 Be quotes Scr ip-  
t u r e  t o  s u b s t a n t i a t e  h i s  p o i n t ,  including Matt- 
hew 23: 3 7 ;  Mark 16: 15; Luke 24: 37; and I1 Cor- 
in th ians  5:  1 9 .  Quenstedt s t a t e d ,   he antecedent 
r e s p e c t s  t h e  g iv ing ,  and t h e  consequent ,  the re- 
ceiv ing of s a l v a t i o n  on t he  p a r t  of man. The 
former is u n i v e r s a l ,  the l a t te r  p a r t i c u l a r  ."32 

P i e p e r  s a i d  t h a t  

when w e  d i s t i n g u i s h  betv~een t h e  f i rs t  and 
second w i l l  of God, w e  do not  mean to say 
t h a t  there i s  i n  God a temporal succession 
of fhoughts  and t w o  separate w i l l s ,  But 
God in H i s  unchangeable eternity and in 
H i s  abso lu te  simplicity is God in H i s  maj- 
e s t y ,  Ear  beyond human understanding.33 

Our concept ions are bound by time and space. God 
wishes t o  be known ts u s ,  HoP%az wrote  that the 
w i l l  af  God i s  sa id  to be antecedent and conse- 
quent "no% i n  regard  t o  time. . . .ne i ther  with 
regard t o  d i v i n e  will i tself" .  .bu t  "from 
the o rde r  of our reason."34 P i e p e r  stated t h a t  
God "steps out  o f  H i s  unapproachable majesty, and 
i n  H i s  Ward h a s  become man, speakl.ng $a us  i n  a 
human manner, s o  t h a t  we can understand i t .  "35 
Luther  w r o t e  t h a t  God "does not  deal with us in 
H i s  majesty, b u t .  . . . speaks  w i t t i  us  without 
majesty. . . . l a y s  aside the form af ~ o d . " ~ 6  

The w i l l  of God ts ssve all men rasatst not  be 
called an. abso lu te  w i l l ,  bu t  an  o rd ina te  will, 
Hue%ler says tha t  fzhis 1s because "it i s  based 
upon ~krist" vicar ious  obedience and sn  God's 
paxt  embraces the  conferring means ( t h e  Word and 
the sacraments) and, on t he  p a r t  o f  man, the re- 
ceiving means, faith.w37 This d ivine  will of 
grace can only be  cal led an absolu te  will in the 
sense tha t  i t  i s  independent o f  all human m e r i t - .  
ar worthiness, 38 

A question which has plagued and d iv ided  Chris- 
t i a n  theologians i s  "If God w i l l e d  to save  aPB 
people, and i f  Chris t  gave H i m s e l f  f o r  all--why 
are wme s ~ = d a n d  not  at%aiers?'-~ts%herans give 
a limited answer, They say that those who are 
saved are saved by grace a l o n e ,  and that those 
wha are l o s t  are l o s t  entirely by t h e i r  o m  
fault.39 A br ief  sumary of the  Lutheran pos i t ion  
is given by Ksehlar 

matever may be t h e  cause and reasons why a 
artan does not come to Chris$ o r  believe in 
Him9 they a l l  lie within  him axad not  in God . . . .If, . . .he i s  converted and saved, 
he m y  not claim the least credi t  f o r  him- 
self ,  f o r  it was God and God alone,  =who 
redeemed him, turned him t o  Christ ,  and 
kept him i n  the faith.40 

men the writer of t h i s  paper was a student in 
a teenage confim~at ion class, the pas to r  who was 
teaching the class had the young pesp le  wrlte on 
the margin of a page i n  the catechism, 'gIf 1 am 
saved it i s  entirely God's f a u l t ,  I f  I am, Pos t  
it is en t i r e ly  f a y  own faul t ,"  011 what approach 
t o  Scripture d s  Lutherans base t h i s  answer? 

The only way i n  which a person becomes, and 
gemains, a believer in Jesus ChrPst is by the  op- 
eration o f  God, the Holy spirit  .41 The S p i r i t  
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works through means of grace, the Word o f  God and 
the sacraments .42 Luther wrote 

I believe that 1 cavrnot by my o m  reason or 
strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, 
or came to Him; but the Holy Ghost has 
called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with 
His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the 
true faith, 43 

Andrew 6 .  Voigkt said of conversion that 

Viewed from the divine side, ,it is the act of 
Haly Spirit by which He brings the sinner to 
faith in Christ; viewed from the human side, 
it is  the  act sf  the sinner under the opera- 
t i o n  of the grace of the Haly Spirit, turning 
to Christ in faith.44 

Fallowing are soqe of the Scripture passages 
adduced to support this position along with se- 
lected Lutheran cswents. The words of Paul in 
I Corinthians 12: 3b arc; "no one c m  say vJesus 
i s  Lord '  except by the Holy S p i r i t . "  k n s k i  
w i t e s  "In this preliminary EumdamemtaZ statement 
Paul is speaking about all believers, . . ,we 
Christians have the Holy Spirit. Whoever con- 
fesses J e s u s  is  'Lmrd' has the Holy Spirit in 
h i s  heart. 9'45 To the Romans, Paul said "May the 
God sf hope fill your with all joy and peace in 
believing, so that by the power sf the Holy Spirit 
you may abound in hopev  om. 15: 13). Lenski 
coments t h a ~  God is the "source" of hope, joy ,  
peace and believfrmg. We further states "the 
power sf the Holy S p i r i t  is the means, the Spfrft 
is the Mediator through whose efficacious power 
of grace all is wrought in us ."46 To Nicodemus, 
Jesus said ''un&ess one i s  born of, . . , the  S p i r i t ,  
he carnot enter i n t o  the kingdoera sf  Cod, That 
which is born of the flesh, and that which is born 

o f  the Spirit ' s  s p i r i t B g  (John 3: 5 ,6 ) ,  O f  this 
vwse, %enski says "Bnky ~ o d ? s  S p i r i t  produces a 
s p i r i t u a l  bi-r th,  a nex na tu re  and l i f e .  "47 In  
Jeremiah 31: 18b K , J , V ,  repentant Ephr iam prays  
"Turn $hou m e ,  and 1 shab.3. be ",used, for thou 
art iRhe Lord, my Gc%B,'"TReodore Laetsch remarks 
regarding t h i s  verse '%I1 e f f o r t s  o f  t h e  sinner 
to eon-vert himself are i n  vain, and a11 e f fo r t s  
of the converted child of God ts remain a Ckris- 
t i a ~  by his o m  efforts are useless, It is God 
who muse t u rn  the s inner  from s i n  and Satan to 
God * '@48 

On the  other hand, t h e r e  are B i b l e  verses which 
p l a i n l y  Bay the blasne f o r  not  accepting Jesus 
Christ sn the individual who does no% believe. 
Following are same examples with csments by Luth- 
eran exegetes, Jesus wept over Jerusalem and 
said 9 P H o ~  o f  ten w 0 ~ 1 d  I have ga.tlPered QTOUX chil-  
dren t sge the r  as  a hen fathers her chickens under 
her wings and p u  would not" (Matt. 23: 27) .  --- 
Kasehler says "It i s  a sad face  t h a t  no t  a l l  men 
are saved, 'Rh ? They would not come when Christ 
called them, "4?1 Stephen, who was stoned for his 
confeasi.on, said '"You stiff necked peopLe, uncir- 
cumc9sed i n  hearEs and ears, you always resist 
the RoLy S p i r i t v P  (Acts '3 : 5 % )  , Krekzmam writes 
%hat Seephen bsoug"x% b s t h  charge "that they were 
always, cantinually r e s i s t i n g  t h e  BsPy Ghost, 
literalZg shrowin tkemse%ves i n  H i s  way agains t  
H i m ,  thus shuttin o f f  the working of His grace 
in their heares ," H e  further says he he Holy 
Ghost wanted to convert the enemies o f  C h r i s t ,  
He was giving them every evidence of His gracious 
s a i l %  $sward tknem by having the  Gospel preached 
before ekem f a r  such a long tine; but they delib- 
erately, wilfully refused to listen to His 
Speaking f o r  Gad, gosea declared t o  Israel  "thou 
hast destroyed thyself" (Wss. 1 3 :  9 K , J , V , ) .  
Laetssh coments "8pposi$l&rn t o  God, f a i t h l e s s  
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r e j e c t i o n  of H i s  Word, is running headlong i n t o  
d e s t r u c t i o n ,  0 ~ s r a e l !  Sa lva t fon  i s  completely 
Mine, d e s t r u c t i o n  is t h i n e e H 5 2  Two pa rab l e s  of 
J e s u s  a re  a l s o  adduced t o  suppor t  t h e  p o s i t i o n  
t h a t  t h e  l o s t  a r e  l o s t  e n t i r e l y  by t h e i r  o m  
f a u l t .  They are t h e  pa rab l e s  of the gues t  re- 
f u s i n g  t o  accept t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  (Luke 14:  16-24) 
and t h e  inv i t ed  gues t s  r e f u s i n g  t o  come (Matt. 22: 
1-10) , 

On t h e  basis o f  these Scriptures t h e  Missour i  
Synod catechism asks '"Why, then, are not a l l  men 
savedcks$ The answer given i s  "Because many i n  un- 
b e l i e f  s tubborn ly  r e f u s e  the Word and t h e  S p i r i t  
of God and are t h u s  l o s t  by t h e i r  own fault .v'53 
J. C .  D i e t r i c h  s ays  b r i e f l y  di his, . . .is due 
t o  t h e i r  o m  f a u l t ,  t o  t h e i r  imyenitance and 
unbe l i e f eg '54  Voight wrote  "Since God's grace does 
not  work i r r e s i s t a b l y ,  man can by h i s  n a t u r a l  power 
r e s i s t  the grace  s f  God and t h u s  prevent  h i s  con- 
version.  "5.5 Walter H .  Wente wrote  "God's grace 
in corlver s i o n  i s  r e s i s t a b l e ,  "56 Some Lutherans 
of t h e  o l d  Ohio and Iowa Synods made a d i s t i n c t i o n  
between n a t u r a l  r e s i s t a n c e  and w i l l f u l  r e s i s t a n c e .  
They held t h a t  God could not overcome t h e  latter 
and spoke of a psychologica l  mystery i n  mane5? 

A t  t h i s  poine a d f f f k u l t y  presents  itself i n  
our  way of th inking ,  Koehler reasons  

Whereas a l l  men are equa l ly  incsmpetennt t o  
convert themselves and e q u a l l y  unworthy to 
be converted; and whereas God alone conve r t s  
man and e a r n e s t l y  would have a l l  men t o  be 
saved: it. would seem t o  fo l low that e i t h e r  
a11 who hear t h e  Gospel, o r  none of them 
would a c t u a l l y  be  coxaverted, t h a t  Cod e i t h e r  
succeed wi th  a l l  o r  noneeS8 

Where i s  t h e  reason f o r  d i f f e r e n t  r e s u l t s  to 
be found? C h r i s t i a n s ,  whom ssme Lutherans refer 

to as Synergists, explain t h e  d i f f e r e n t  r e s u l t s  
by a dbfference i n  men, Other Chris t ia~rs  who 
f o l l s v  the thought of John Calvin explain t h e  
difference i n  resul t s  by a difference I n  the  w i l l  
and in ten t ion  of ~ o d . ~ ~  Koehler writes  he B i b l e  
denies tha t  there is a difference i n  the  s p i r i t u a l  
atz i tude o f  m e n  toward God, o r  in the  good and 
grac ious  w i l l  o f  God toward men, Human reason 
cannot solve the difficulty ."60 P i e p e r  says t h a t  

S c r i p t u r e  does no t  answer t h i s  ques t i on  ;and 
f o r b i d s  us to seek the  answer, S c r i p t u r e  
t e l l s  us t ha t  the saved a r e  saved s01a g r a t i a ,  
t h a t  t h e  l o s t  are Isst s o l a  culpa,  and t h a t  -- 
beyond this p a i n t  the 'unsearchable  judgments' 
s f  God r u l e  (Worn, 1%:35). S c r i p t u r e  asks u s  
ts answer the puzzling q u e s t i o n  with. . . . , 
t h e  answer is  beyond 

Wente maintains t h a t   he perplexing  problem, 
'my, then,  are not aP% saved?' is one which 
human reason  cannot solve."62 H e  s ays  t h a t  

human reason is n o t  a source  of d i v i n e  t r u t h .  
The Christ ian i s  bound t o  Scripture a s  t h e  
only source and rule of f a i t h ,  and S c r i p t u r e  
does not give  the answer t o  t h e  ques t i on ,  

some rather than sthers?'  Scripture. . . 
does not explain why of two s i n n e r s  who a r e  
in the same g u i l t  the one i s  saved and t h e  
o t h e r  not  .63 

In connection with t h i s  subject Lutherans some- 
t imes  speak of t h e  r evea l ed  and hidden w i l l  of 
God. 64 

But what about p r e d e s t i n a t i o n ,  o r  e l e c t i o n  t o  
salvation? Some Christ ians teach t h a t  God has  
w i l l e d ,  or e l e c t e d  ssme t o  be saved, and w i l l e d ,  
or chosen others ts be  darned, O n  this ques t ion  
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t h e  Lutherans  do not  a t t e m p t  t o  understand the  
w a y s  of Gabas w i l l . ,  but l i m i t  themselves strictly 
t o  what the B i b l e  s a y s .  m-at she B ib l e  i n f e r s  
t h e y  do  n o t  assume, bu t  thcy leave unanswered, 
In this connection t h s  Formla sf Concord cautions 

Neikher sktould we attempt t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  the  
secret concealed abyss  sf d i v i n e  predest ina-  
t i o n ,  b u t  should g ive  heed to t h e  revealed 
w i l l  of God, For We has made knowm unto us 
the mystery of H i s  will, and made i t  manifest 
through Christ that i t  might  be preached.65 

The writers of the Formula c i t e  the words of P a u l  
t o  the  Ephesians ''fit he has mde knom to ys in 
all w i s d o m  and i n s i g h t  the mystery of his will, 
according t o  tzls purpose which he sek forth in 
Christ as a plan f o r  the fu lness  of time, to 
unite a l l  things i n  him" (Eph. 1: 9.10). They 
also make reference t o  I T  Timathy 1 : 9 f f .  

The Lutheran p o s i t i o n  on predestination is 
s u m a r i z e d  in a confessional statement in the 
catechism 

I f i r m l y  believe t h a t  as God has in time 
called me by the Gospel, enlightened, sanc- 
tified, and kept me in the true faith, even 
so He has from e t e r n i t y  chosen m e  unto the 
adopt ion  of c h i l d r e n  and unes life ever- 
lasting, and no man shall pluck me out of 
His hand.66 

Supportive Scripture f o r  this statement is Paul's 
declaration t o  the Ephesians where he says that 
God chose us i n  C h r i s t  '@before t h e  foundation of 
t he  world, . . .He destined us in love to be his 
sons through .Tes.eas ~ h i r i s t ' @  (Eyh, 1:ti.S). Also 
Romans 8: 29,30 

For those  %sham he foreknew he a lso predeskined 

t o  be conformed ts the image of his Son, in 
orde r  that he might be the f i r s t - b a r n  sf 
many brethren. And those whom he predestined 
he also ca l l ed ;  and those \%?horn he cabled he 
also justified; and those whom he j u s t i f i e d  
he also g9orff i e d  ." 
The surety of election is based on such Bible 

verses as Jesus 'T give unto them eternal life, 
and they shall never pe r i sh ,  and no one shall 
snatch them out of my hand" (John 10: 28) .  Other 
important passages are Acts 13: 48 and II Timothy 
1: 9 s 6 7  The F o r m u l a  of Concord states "The pre-  
destPnatisn or eternal election of God, . . . . 
ex t ends  only over the godly, beloved children of 
God, being a cause of their salvation, which He 
also provides, as well as disposes what belongs 
theretoeuG8 Dietrich wrote that "It is not  uncon- 
ditional, but is so fixed, according to a c e r t a i n  
order,  so as to embrace all the causes and means 
of our salvation ."69 

There was a bitter controversy regarding pre- 
destination in the Lutheran Church in America in 
the la%ter p a r t  of the nineteenth century. It 
had long t e r m  consequences, was destructive of 
unity, and resulted in a serious break in fellow- 
ship. It had to do with God's reason for electing 
individuals to salvation, mat motivated God to 
choose people t o  be saved? 

TWO strong factions In  the church ,  the Missouri 
S p o d  and the Bhio Synod, held  opposing v i e w s .  
Both claimed to represent the position of t h e  
Scriptures and the  historic Lutheran Confessions. 
Lutherans sf other S p o d s  were, i n  the main, 
aligned with either Bhio sr Missouri--the Wiscon- 
s i n  and Minnesota Synods with Missouri, and the 
Iowa Synod and the Norwegians w i t h  Ohio. 
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The Missouri Synod posftisn was developed 
and delineated by its leader, C.F.W, Walther, 
John Tietjen writes of Walther that he 

was anxious to ascribe a l l  hsnar f o r  salva- 
t i o n  t o  God alone and i n s i s t e d  t h a t  nothing 
i n  man w a s  responsible for salvation, He 
t he re fo re  emphasized God's decree of e l e c t i o n  
rand distinguished i t  from the doctr ine  o f  
sa lva t ion  through Christ, H e  taught that 
those who are converted receive a richer 
aeasure o f  grace than the regular grace 
Bestowed on all men. 70 

The Ohio Synod charged t h a t  t h e  Missouri Synodvs 
position was an u n s c r i p t u r a l  and Ca lv in i s t i c  
view of election, 7 11 

The Ohio Synod, o r i g i n a l l y  through the i n f l u -  
ence of F ,  A, Schmidt,  emphasized t h e  decree of 

I salvation, not election, Schmidt had said that 
election rs salvation was n o t  by an unknom, 
hidden decree, bu t  on ly  Ehrough Chr i s t  and t h e  
p lan  o f  sa.lvak%on revealed in HIra, H e  held 
that elcct iorr  is inseparable from salvat ion,  
that God's decree of e l a c t i o n  is asne  other than 
the  un ive r sa l  counsel of grace revealed in the 
~ o s ~ e ~ . ~ ~  Election is not immediate. It comes 
through g race  accepted by f a i t h ,  Gad elects '"in 

view of H e  used the phrase intuitu 
f f d e i ,  declaring that God elects  "in view ofg '  
H i s  fareknowledge that H e  would work grace and 
f a i t h  in a person.74 ~issouri's Walther called 
Schmidt a Synergist, meaning one who believed 
t h a t  ssmethirlg in man is sefespsnslble, at least 
in p a r t ,  f o r  conversion.75 

Apparenely both sides wishes t o  maintain that 
salvation is t o t a l l y  the work o f  grace, and not 
of man, n o t  even h i s  willingness t o  believe, 

- 34 - 

Both a lso wished to assert  that damnation is 
totally the f a u l t  of man, and i n  no way the  
r e s u l t  a f  a divine decree a f  daw~nation, 
WilEried J o i s t  of Germany has observed t ha t  

The Missouri faction was in danger sf over- 
emphasizing the former 05 these t w o  t r u t h s  
to such an extent that  man's Z a i t K  response 
w a s  robbed of its nature as an act o f  w i l l  
and acceptance, The s the r  s ide  was in 
danger s f  misinterpreting t h i s  response  as 

- a cause why God should o f f e r  H i s  grace to 
man, 76 

An. impasse between Ohio and Missour i  w a s  
reached in the matter. In a convention i n  1881, 
the Nissourf Synod adopted a r e s o l u t i o n  which 
stated that it would be mionisan for t h e  Synod 
ts continue fellowship with those who d i d  n o t  
accept t h e  Synod % position on election.77 At 
a subsequent eonvention of the Ohio Synod a 
similar rescalutisn was adopted ,  declar ing a 
break in fellowship with  Mis sou r i ,  78  1t w a s  no t  
u n t i l  1969 t ha t  fellowship was resumed between 
Missouri a d  Ohio. The Ohio Synod, by $hag t i m e ,  
had become part of the he r i ean  Lutheran Church. 
P u l p i t  and altar fe l lowship  between the Missouri 
Synod and the her fcan  Lutheran Church became a 
reality a t  the Denver conveneion af the Missouri 
Synod in July of 1 9 6 9 . ~ ~  

The controversy on e lec t ion ,  as such, was never 
brought ts a defini$e conclusion, It i s  one of 
the best demaastrations af the paradoxical char- 
acter o f  the doctrine o f  predestination, Joist 
says "hman l o g i c  is not equal. t o  so lv ing t h i s  
p r o b l m ,  and when consistenfly applied only leads 
into grave errors, either on the  leEt o r  on t h e  
rightewB0 Fred Kramer writes 
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Holy S c r i p t u r e  does not  solve the discrep-  
ancy which ex is t s  in the  human mind between 
the  doctrine of universa l  grace and t h e  
doc t r ines  of e lect ion and sa lvat ion by grace  
a lone .  . . .23 are here confronted with a 
mys te ry  f o r  t h e  s o l u t i o n  of which we must 
await t h e  L i g h t  of e t e r n i t y .  8%. 

GC)DqS w 
OF C H R I S T I m  PEOPLE 

It i s  the  will of God t h a t  Christian people 
l i v e  holy l i v e s .  C h r i s t i a n  holiness i s  a gradual  
process which begins with conversion. It is  t h e  

continuing work of God i n  the bel ieving individuals.  

When re fe r r ing  t o  making people holy, the Bible 
s f t e n  uses  the  words and s a n c t i f i c a t i o n .  
Sanct i fy  means t o  m a  The gradual  process  
_____I____& 

of developing such h o l i n e s s  is  sanc t i f i ca t ion .  
The words are used in both a wider and a narrower 

Roger 1,- Sonmer says that 

i n  its wider sense t h e  term s a n c t i f i c a t i o n  
inc ludes  a l l  these effects  o f  God's word 
produced i n  the heart and l i f e  o f  man begin- 
ning w i t h  h i s  r e b i r t h  from s p i r i t u r a l  dea th  
t o  s p i r i t u a l  l i f e  and culminatin i n  s p i r i -  
tual perfect ion i n  l i f e  eternal.  

3 

&en the words and s a n c t i f i c a t i o n  a r e  
used in this way. they inc lude  the c a l l  rece ived  
by the i nd iv idua l ,  h i s  conversio~l  and regenera t ion ,  
i l l umina t ion  and j u s t i f i c a t i o n ,  and the renewing 

o f  God's image i n  him.3 The ward sanctify i s  
used i n  f3-d~ broad sense in Ephesians 5: 25b-27 

Christ loved the  church and gave hilaself up 
fa r  her,  t h a t  he might s a n c t i f y  h e r ,  having 
cleansed her by the  washing o f  waEer with 
the word, t ha t  he might present  the  tzhurch 
t o  himself i n  splendor,  without  spot a r  
wrinkle o r  any such thing, that she mtght 
be holy and wiehout blemish, 

Other Bible verses i n  which these words occur in 
t he  w i d e r  sense are Acts 2 6 :  28; 11 Thessalonians 
2: 13; Hebrews 10: 1 4 ;  and I PeterP: 2, 

Moever, the  word sanc t i f ica t ion  is  gene ra l ly  
used in a narrower sense i n  the ~ G i ~ t u r e s .  
Somer writes t ha t  in the narrower sense I t  

expresses the  work of God i n  t h e  heart o f  one 
who i s  al ready a Chr i s t i an ,  br%:aom God i s  now 
l ead ing  s t e p  by step i n  the  renewing sf the 
image s f  God, , . . i n  righteousness s f  l i f e  
i n  thought, w a r d ,  and deed, i n  holiness of 
conduct, i n  emotions, i n  p r a y e r s ,  i n  devo- 
tions, and i n  c h a r i t y  toward everyone.4 

&en used in t h i s  way i t  refers t o  the  s p i r i t u a l  
growth which f s l l a a w s  f a i t h .  

It is Gsd:s will t ha t  such s p i r i t u a l  growth 
take place fn the l i f e  s f  the Christians, Using 
t h e  word i n  the  narrow sense, t h e  A p o s t l e  Pau l  
sadd, " th i s  is the w i l l  o f  God, your santifica- 
t ian"  (I T T h s s ,  4 ;  3 ) ,  Csment ing  on t h i s  v e r s e  
Lenskl m o t e  that w"nat God wills " i s  the cond i t ion  
of the Thessalonians in which they are wholly set 
apart fo r  God and are separa ted  i n  life and con- 
duct from the world '~'ivhieh I s  no$ thus  set  apar t  
and does not even know God. "'5 Kretzmann says, 
"It is God's will t ha t  the Christ ians should grow 
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i n  s a n c t i f i c a t i o n ,  t h a t  they  should f lee  from s i n  
more and more, tha t  they should consecrate them- 
se lves  t o  Him, %hat they should walk i n  newness 
of l i f e  ."6 Herman Gockel has w r i t  t en  " ~ h r i s t i a n i t y  
is  not-only a way of f a i t h ,  i t  i s  also a way of 

To t h e  Corinthians P a u l  dec lared ,  "He died f o r  
a l l ,  t h a t  those  who l i v e  might live no longer f o r  
themselves, b u t  f o r  h i m  who f o r  t h e i r  sake died 
and was raised" (I1 Cor. 5: 15). The love of 
C h r i s t ,  which H e  manifested on t h e  c r o s s ,  i s  t h e  
motivat ing force and power i n  t h e  heart of t h e  
~ h r i s t i a n  . B  The b r i e f  Sc r ip tu re  s tatement  i s  " the  
love of Christ  con t ro l s  us" (I1 Cor. 5: l 4 a ) .  The 
s a n c t i f i e d  l i f e  i s  a l i f e  complet-ely dedicated t a  
God through f a i t h  i n  Chr i s t .  Martin Luther s a i d ,  
" I f  anyone would rap  a t  t he  door of my h e a r t  and 
ask ,  'Who lives here? '  I would answer 'Martin Luther 
once l i v e d  Tilere. But Martin L u t h e r  has moved ou t ,  
and Jesus C h r i s t  has moved in! "'9 After his con- 
version on t h e  Bm~assus road,  P a u l ' s  f i r s t  words 
were, "Lord, what w i l f  thou have m e  to do?" 
(Acts  9: 6 K.J.V.). H e  gave h i s  whole l i f e  t o  
God, t o  b e  used f o r  God's purposes .  H e  t o l d  t h e  
Galatians, "It is no l o ~ ~ g e r  L who l i v e ,  but Christ 
who l i v e s  i.n m e ;  and t h e  :Life 'i: now live i n  t h e  
f l e s h  1 live by f a i t h  i n  the  Son of God, who loved 
me arid gave himself f o r  me" (Gal. 2 : 20) . H e  urged 
t h e  C h r i s t i a n s  at Rome, " ~ i v e  yourselves t s  God, 
a s  men who have been bxought from death t o  l i f e ,  
and sur render  your whole being t o  him t o  be used 
f o r  r i gh t eous  purposes" (Rom. 6 :  l3b  T.E.V.). 

Gockel says ,  "Servants of God serve  ~ o d ' s  pur- 
pose ." l0 Mueller w r i . t e s  t h a t ,  "Scr ip ture  descr ibes  
t r u e  Chr i s t i ans  as regenerate persons who conse- 
c r a t e  theii~selves e n t i r e l y  t o  the  holy g r a t e f u l  

f Gad i n  Christ Jesus ,  "I1 I n  t h e  expla- 
on of t h e  second a r t i c l e  o f  the  ~ p o s t l e ' s  Creed, 

--. 38 - 

Luther s t a t e s ,  "1 be l i eve  that Jesus Chr i s t ,  . . . 
has redeemed m e .  . . . t h a t  1 may. . . . serve  
Him."12 Elsewhere Luther makes t h e  s ta tement ,  
"Where t h e r e  a r e  t r u e  Chr i s t i ans ,  they g ive  them- 
se lves  and a l l  they have t o  se rve  Chr is t  and H i s  
own. "I3 J.  E .  Hermann expresses i t  t h i s  way 

I n ,  . . .csnp%etely g iv ing  our  l i v e s  i n  love 
and g r a t i t u d e  t o  H i m  wlno gave H i s  life f o r  
us  God would f u l f i l l  H i s  purpose f o r  our  
lives. . , J n  giving our  l i ves  completely 
into His r iven  hands God uses us  t o  build 
His beautiful and e v e r l a s t i n g  kingdom among 
men, 14 

God w i l l s  t h e  t o t a l  dedica t ion  and consecra t ion  
of t h e  l i f e  of the  Chr i s t i an  to H i m s e l f .  The Chris- 
t i a n ' s  e n t i r e  person and being i s  involved, This 
involves i n  the words sf Luther,  "my body and s o u l ,  
eyes,  ears, and a l l  my members, my reason and a l l  
my senses. "15 

In  Romans 12: 1, Paul  s p e c i f i c a l l y  speaks of 
the surrender s f  the  body s f  the  Chr i s t i an  t o  
God's w i l l  and purposes, saying "I appeal t o  you . . . .brethren, by t h e  mercies sf God, t o  present  
your bodies as a living s a c r i f i c e ,  holy and accept-  
able to God, which is your reasonable worship ,'" 
Lenski says ,  "6ur body i s  the organ f o r  our a c t i o n s ,  
and when we present  t h a t  t o  God i t  means tha t  a l l  
our a c t l o n s  together  w i t h  t h e i r  instruments  a r e  
t o  be d i r ec ted  s o l e l y  by him. "I6 Matthias  Loy 
wr i t e s ,  "The body i s  t h e  m a t e r i a l  organism through 
which our  inner l i f e  f i n d s  expression."17 He a l s o  
says ,  "'The body, . . .must be brought i n t o  the  
service of Cod; t h a t  our words and works. . . . 
may execute His w i l l .  "I8 

%Re Bible has mush to say  about t h e  body of t h e  
be l i eve r  being used i n  response t o  God. Paul  asked 
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Lenski says ,  "6ur body i s  the organ f o r  our a c t i o n s ,  
and when we present  t h a t  t o  God i t  means tha t  a l l  
our a c t l o n s  together  w i t h  t h e i r  instruments  a r e  
t o  be d i r ec ted  s o l e l y  by him. "I6 Matthias  Loy 
wr i t e s ,  "The body i s  t h e  m a t e r i a l  organism through 
which our  inner l i f e  f i n d s  expression."17 He a l s o  
says ,  "'The body, . . .must be brought i n t o  the  
service of Cod; t h a t  our words and works. . . . 
may execute His w i l l .  "I8 

%Re Bible has mush to say  about t h e  body of t h e  
be l i eve r  being used i n  response t o  God. Paul  asked 



t h e  Cor in th ians ,  "DO you n o t  know ghat your body 
i s  a temple of t h e  Moly S p i r i t  w i t h i n  you, which 
you have from ~ o d ? "  (1 Cor. 6 :  191, H e  then exhorts 
them " g l o r i f y  God i n  y m r  body" (1 C s r ,  6 :  20) .  
Simon I?. Long preached, "Your bodies  are the temple 
of the  Holy Ghost and i t  i s  your du ty  t o  keep t h a t  
body ho ly ,  t o  keep t h a t  bady acceptable unto God, 
and t o  render  a l i v i n g  s a c r i f i c e .  "19 Henry Sieck 
t o l d  h i s  congrega t ion ,  "render unto  God the ser- 
vice of your whole body."20 

Sc r ipcu re  speaks i n  a v a r i e t y  of m y s ,  o f ten  
wi th  r e f e r ence  t o  various p a r t s  s f  t h e  bady, u rg ing  
God's people t o  use  t h e i r  bodies  t o  H i s  g l m y  and 
s e r v i c e .  Some such passages axe Proverbs 23: 26; 
E c c l e s i a s t e s  5: 1; and Ephesians 4: 28, 2 9 ,  

1 W. C, Birkner makes t h e  observa t ion  t h a t  it is 
God ' s 

expec t a t i on  t h a t  w e  treat. our  body as a 
p rec ious  g i f t ,  guarding i t  against abuse, 
supply ing  i t  wi th  the necessary  food, rest, 
and r e l a x a t i o n  i n  order  t h a t  our  phys i ca l  
s t r e n g t h  and t h e  s k i l l s  which our  hands 
develop may be p laced  i n  H i s  s e r v i c e .  21 

Helge Bra t tga rd  of Sweden w r i t e s ,  "we must live a 
h e a l t h y  p h y s i c a l  l i f e ,  The body must not  be  ru ined  
o r  weakened through our  own f a u l t .  It must r a t h e r  
be kept  in the b e s t  cond i t i on ,  . . . fo r  the sake  
of service. ' ' 2 2  

Thi s  surrender and d e d i c a t i o n  of t h e  Christian 
l i f e  t o  God n o t  on ly  involves  h i s  body, bu t  a l s o  
h i s  mental a t t i t u d e s  and abilities, Mental a b i l i -  
ties are g i f t s  from God. Birkner  w r i t e s ,  "God 
g i v e s  u s  cur  reasoning  a b i l i t y ;  w e  are c rea t ed  t o  
t h i n k ,  t o  comprehend, t o  remember. " 2 3  He says that 
a  good Christian " w i l l  t r a i n  h i s  mental f a c u l t i e s  

- 40 -- 

t o  the  degree t ha t  God g ives  h i m  oppo r tun i t y .  
H e  w i l l  observe and read and s t u d y  to improve 
himself. ' s 2 4  

diggarding the mind P a u l  urged the Romans, "Do 
n o t  be  confsmed t o  t h i s  world but  be transformed 
by the  renewal of your mind, tha& you may prove 
what i s  "Il~e w i l l  of God, wha~ i s  accep tab l e  and 
pe r f ec t "  (Rorn. 12: 2 ) .  J. B. Phillips renders 
the verse i n  t h i s  meaningful way 

Don't le t  t h e  world around you squeeze i n t o  
its o m  mold, bu t  l e t  God remold your minds 
from wi th in ,  SO that you may prove i n  prac- 
t ice  that&e p lan  of God f o r  you i s  good, 
meets h i s  demands and moves toward the goal  
csf t r u e  makur$tyU (%cam, 12 :  2 Phillips), 

Brattgard says that t h e  C h r i s t i a n  

r e c e i v e s  a C h r i s t i a n  ins igh t  'which can growv 
even stronger with time. . . .he r e c e j v e s  
the  a b i l i t y  t o  decide, i n  a var ie ty  0% s i t u -  
a t ions ,  wha% i s  r i gh t ,  what the w i l l  of God 
i s  This refers, . ., .to, . . . ' t h e  renewal. 
s f  zhe mind, ' ~rh ieh  expresses  i t s e l f  i n  moral 
judgments. . , , the  ability t o  'decide what 
is most correctP is.  . . .an important  d e m e n t  
i n  s a n c t i f i c a t i o n ,  and f o r  t h i s  reason we 
ought to,pray more and mare for 'knowledge 
and all discernment. ' 25 

Ot to  A, Geiseman w r o t e  

God says  not only:  ' ~ o n ' t  conform yourse lves  
@s ehe world, '  bu t  a l s o  ' B e  ye t r iknsfomed 
by %he renewfng of your mind , '  G o d  wants 
you as His sons  and daughters  t o  have a t o t a l l y  
differ en^ autPook on l i f e .  Your whole s ense  of 
values should be d i f f e r e n t  . 26 
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Sieck s a y s  that "we C h r i s t i a n s  should show t o  the  
c h i l d r e n  of t h i s  world tha t  w e  are being a c t u a t e d  
by. . . , t h e  good, accep tab l e ,  and perfect  w i l l  
of ~ o d . " U  

According t o  Birkner  

Our th inking  appa ra tu s  i s  t o  be used t o  medi- 
t a t e  on t h e  e t e r n a l  rnystes ies  of God's love 
i n  C h r i s t ,  t o  a p p r e c i a t e  ever more deep ly  t h e  
grac ious  providence of God, t o  ponder on the  
methods and the p o s s i b i l i t y  of s t r e t c h i n g  
f o r t h  t h e  cur ta ins  of t h e  h a b i t a t i o n s  of God, 
and thus  t o  carry o u t ,  i n  a measure a t  l e a s t ,  
t h e  i n j u n c t i o n  of our  Lord, t o  be  absu r  our  
F a t h e r ' s  busi .ness ,  28  

Long treated body and mind toge the r  and s a i d ,  
"Your mind must be  transformed and become l i k e  the 
mind of C h r i s t ,  and then  your body w i l l  be used t o  
work harmoniously wi th  your mind. " 2 9  Loy wrote 
t h a t  such a r e n e w a l  of mind "must have taken place 
be fo re  you culzl.c% presen";yc;ur bodies  as a sacrif ice 
wholly and acceptable t o  ~ o d . " 3 0  God wills that 
t h e  surrender and d e d i c a t i o n  of the Christfazl be 
complete. Robert  W .  Helberg says, " S a c r i f i c i a l  
s e r v i c e  demands t h a t  w e  real ize and ag ree  f u l l y  
t h a t  God wanes all a f  us ,  no t  j u s t  a l i t t l e  part. 
It demands t h a t  we consent  f r e e l y  t o  t h i s  concept 
of t o t a l  sur render .  "31 

Even though t h e  ded ica t ed  L i f e  i s  H i s  will %or 
H i s  p e o p l e ,  God knows that they camot achieve  
t h i s  k ind  of L i f e  by t h e i r  own power o r  s t rength .  
God suppl- ies  t o  t h e  Chr i s t i -an  both t h e  w i l l  and 
t h e  enabling power through H i s  Holy S p i r i t  .3Z To 

carry out  their casks until they had Been f i l l e d  
w i t h  the Woly S p i r i t  (Ac ts  9: 3 f f ) ,  In P h i l i p -  
p i ans  2 :  13  Pau l  rwrote, "God is at. w n r k  in you, 
both t o  w i l l  and to work f o r  h i s  good p l e a s u r e , "  
Sower  says, '*God m ~ s t  make t h e  unwilling w i l l -  
ing."33 Loy writes tha t  "He is  cons t an t ly  car ry-  
i n g  on h i s  s a n c t i f y i n g  work i n  the hearts o f  be- 
lievers that they. . . .may abotznd more and mare 
i n  the  work t o  which they are called as s e r v a n t s  
of t h e  l i v ing  G0d."3~ Hermann says, "The new 
life is s u s t a i n e d  i n  the C h r i s t i a n  through the 
~ o l y  Spirit ."35 

Every week i n  t h e i r  worship l i t u r g y  Lutherans 
s i n g  the words of Psalm 51 " c r e a t e  i n  m e  a c l ean  
heart Q God, and renew a r i g h t  s p i r i t  wi.tkain 
m e .  " 3 b  The Fornula o f  Concord states that " the  
t r u l y  be l ieving aqe v e r i l y  moved by cod's s p i r i t ,  
and thus ,  according t o  t h e  inner man, do ~ o d ' s  

Gustav Wingren writes "in the Holy S p i r i t  
one l oves  one's neighbor, purposes h i s  well-being 
and bears h i s  burdens* . . *when r egene ra t i on  has  
taken place, . , *God is p r e s e n t ,  c r e a t i v e ,  and 
effective within man through the Holy S p i r i t  ."38 
HoIPaz mote t h a t  i n  t h e  j u s t i f i e d  man t he  Holy 
S p i r i t  produces " internal  and external a f f e c t i o n s  
conformed ts the divine w i l l ,  . . . t h a t  h e  may 
Live >isusPy,  sobe r ly ,  and j u s t l y  t o  t h e  g lo ry  of 
Gad, "!I9 In  a sermon, Harlan Hartner s a i d ,   he 
C h r i s t i a r ~  is d i f f e r e n t ,  The Holy S p i r i t  changes 
h i s  attitudes and idea ls ,  God's s tandard?-are  
now h i s  standards; God's will, h i s  w i l l  ."4v 

Lutherans b e l i e v e  that the Spirit works through 
the 'beans s f  grace," t h e  Word of God, and t h e  
Sacraments. 41 

the  P h i l i p p i a n s  P a u l  wro te ,  "He which hath begun i 

a guod wnrk  i n  you will perform it u n t i l  the day I! The Word s f  God i s  a s a n c t i f y i n g  means. J e s u s  

of Jesus Chris t t '  ( P h i l ,  1: 6 K,J,V.), Luke poira&s prayed, "Sanctify them in the  t r u t h ,  they word i s  

ou t  t h a t  even the d i s c i p l e s  of Jesus  could no t  11 t r u t h "  (John 1 7 :  1 7 ) ,  I n  answer t o  the ques t i on ,  
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"How can a young man keep h i s  way pure?" t h e  
au thor  of Fsabm 119 writes, " ~ y  guarding i t  
according t o  t h y  wordes (Ps, k19: 9). Other 
Bib le  ve r ses  present ing  t h e  Word of Gad as a 
means t o  s a n c t i f i c a t i o n  are Psalm $9: 7 .  8; P s a l m  
119: 72, 88. 99.  180, 105, 130; 11 T h o t h y  3: 16,  
IS; and I P e t e r  2 :  2 .  S o m e r  w r i t e s ,  "TO hear  
God's Word, t o  read i t ,  study i t ,  i s  not merely 
our  duty,  but  w e  need t o  do i t  that God may have 
oppor tuni ty  t o  work i n  us ,  work ou t  our  s a n c t i f i -  
cat ion ,  through His ~ o r d  . 9'42 

Regarding t h e  Sacrament of t h e  Lord" Supper, 
Koehler s ays ,  "The ~ord's Supper. , s i n c r e a s e s  
our  love to~drard God and torsard our neighbor,  so 
t h a t  we make greater e f f o r t s  i n  leading a God- 
p leas ing  L i f e .  . . . t h e  Sacrament heXps us l ead  
a godly lifeeU43 In h i s  S m a l l  Catechism, Luther 
a sks ,  "'Bow can such bodily e a t i n g  and dr inking  do 
such great th ings?  The answer given i s ,  "It is  
not  t h e  e a t i n g  and dr inking indeed that  does 
them, b u t  the words. . . 'Given and shed f o r  you 
f o r  t h e  reinission of sins. " '44  Somer  says, 
'"ven i n  the  Sacra~ents, i t  i s  t h e  Word sf God, 
it i s  t h e  C o s p e l ,  which produced t h e  f r u i t  sf 
t h e  S p i r i t .  "45 

As the S p i r i t  works i n  t h e  l i v e s  of C h r i s t i a n s ,  
through the  means, f r u i t  i s  produced. Paul l ists 
such f r u i t  in Galatians 5: 22, "But the f r u i t  of 
the  Spirit is love, joy ,  peace, p a t i e n e e ,  kindness,  
goodness,  f a i t h f u l n e s s ,  gen t l eness ,  se l f -cont ro l . "  
Pau l  uses t h e  s i n g u l a r  word f r u i t  in t h i s  passage. 
Lensk i  s a y s ,  " F s ~ i t  is *a. s ingu la r  al though 
i t  i s  a collective,"46 J .  P .  Koehler speaks of 
t h e  f r u i t  of t h e  S p i r i t  a s  

the  growth of the new l i f e  which forms a 
u n i t  as one l i f e  of t h e  S p i r i t .  E t  cannot 
b u t  produce many g lo r ious  inner frasl ta ,  

wl~ich do not  have t o  be produced by many 
ind iv idua l  eonmandments. They are  f r u i t s  
o f  l i f e  which se l f -evident ly  are revealed 
outwardly, t o o  ."47 

Kretzmann says that t h e  v i r t u e s  l i s e e d  as t h e  
fruit of the  S p i r i t  "agree f u l l y  w i t h  t he  Law 
of God they are i n  accordance w i t h  H i s  holy 
w i l l .  "Z8 The Formula of Concord says 

m e n  man i s .  . . . l e d  by t h e  S p l r f t  of C h r i s t  
he l i v e s  accarding t o  the i m u t a b l e  w i l l  of 
God csrnprised i n  the  Law, and s o  f a r  a s  he i s  
born anew, does every th ing  from a f r e e ,  cheer- 
f u l  s p i r i t ;  and these  are c a l l e d  not  properly 
works of the Law, bu t  works and f r u i t s  of t h e  
S p i r i t .  "49  

While prope r ly  speaking the f r u i t  of t h e  S p l r i t  
mtni fes ted  i n  t h e  l i v e s  s f  C h r i s t i a n  people a r e  
not  c a l l e d  '"works of t h e  Law ," t h e  Law of God 
s t i l l  performs a u s e f u l  and s a l u t a r y  purpose i n  
t h e  l i v e s  of t h e  regenera ted ,  KoehPer w r i t e s  
that Chr i s t i ans  

inasmuch a s  they a r e  regenera ted ,  are no t  
s l a v e s  of the  Law i n  the sense  t h a t  they 
keep it  because they a r e  forced t o  d s  so 
. , . ,@hey. . . . e a r n e s t l y  d e s i r e  t o  p l e a s e  
t h e i r  dear  Father i n  heaven, they d e l i g h t  t o  
do H i s  wilIe5' 

Such C h r i ~ t i a n s  need only t o  be s h o w  what God 
would have then t o  do. They l e a r n  t h i s  from the  
I , awe5 l  Their a t t i t u d e  i s  t h a t  of the  Psa lmis t  
David, "I d e l i g h t  t o  do t h y  will, 0 my God; t hy  
l a w  i s  wi th in  sny h e a r t  (Ps ,  4 0 :  8) .  AalenP 
w r i t e s  tha t  t h e  Law of God becomes " r e a l  and 
meaningfull  t o  men through the Spirit as H e  i n t r o -  
duces man i n t o  t h e  continuous,  c r e a t i v e  a c t i v i t y  
of ~ o d . " ~ ~  Mattson says 
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C h r i s t i a n  e t h i c s  f i n d s  i t s  b a s i s  In the w i l l  
of God, and it I.ooks upon t h e  law as the ex- 
p r e s s i o n  o f  t he  will of God, . * . t h e  law, as 
an express ion  af God's will, i s  no t  on ly  some- 
t h i n g  nega t ive ,  bu t  a l s o  something p o s i t i v e ,  * 

,The w i l l .  of God and t h e  law of God is a 
u n i t y  .53 

MueLler b r i e f l y  states " the  d i v i n e  Z~LFJ" i s  ?he 
immutable w i l l  of ~ o d  

Lutherans d i s t i n g u i s h  t h r e e  u se s  s f  the  Law. 
The Catechism says that: t he  Law: 1) checks t o  
some e x t e n t  the  coa r se  o u t b u r s t s  of s i n  a n d  
thereby  keeps o rde r  i n  t h e  world (a c u r b ) ;  
2 )  shows u s  our  s i n s  (a m i r r o r ) ;  and 3) t e aches  
u s  Chr is t ians  what works we must do t o  l e a d  a God- 
p l ea s ing  l i f e  (a r u l e ) .  55 i t  is t h e  t h i r d  u se  
which has specia l  a p p l i c a t i o n  i n  t h e  s a n c t i f y i n g  
of Chr i s t i an  people. 56 Wri t ing f o r  chi ldren 
Erwin K t ~ r t h  s ays  

The Law is a g u i d e - l i n e ,  I n  t h e  Dakotas, 
where t h e  b l i z z a r d s  rage, the  farmers  have 
a guide- l ine s t r e t c h i n g  from t h e  house t o  
t h e  barn. It shows them where t o  walk, 
So the Law, Tn b a s e b a l l ,  rule books are 
used.  The Law i s  the C h r i s t f a n a s  r u l e  book, 
. . .TG p l e a s e  God w e  d o n s t  have to p u t  peas 
i n  our  shoes ,  ox t o r t u r e  our  bodies ,  o r  go 
i n t o  a monastary,  a s  Luther d i d  a t  one t i m e ,  
b u t  ra ther  t o  keep the commandments.57 

Walter GeihshPer wrote ,  '"ram t h e  Law of t h e  Holy 
God a s  revea led  i n  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s ,  the c h i l d  of 
Gad must learn day by day t o  know and understand 
more thoroughly t h e  will of the heavenly father."58 

The will of God f o r  human l i f e  and conduct is  
s e ~ m a r i z e d  i n  t h e  Decalogue, t h e  T e n  Comandnents, 

In the  wards o f  t he  Formula o f  Concard ""the 

Holy Ghost employs &he Law t o  teach the regen- 
erate from i t ,  and t o  point out  and show them 
in the  Ten Camandments what i s  the  good and 
acceptable w i l l  n f  ~ o d .  "59 Luther wrote  that 
'"we have i n  the  Ten ca~mendments, a compend sf' 
d iv ine  doctr ine ,  as t o  what w e  are ts do in 
order t h a t  our  whole l i f e  may be pleasing t o  
~ o d . " ~ ~  He says that "outs ide  the Ten Command- 
ments no work or t h i n g  can be good o r  p l ea s ing  
t o  ~ o d . " ~ l  Cord Cordes says  that " ~ h r i s t i a n s  
need to be reminded af the Law s f  God as se% f o r t h  
i n  the  Ten Commandments. vb2 

Lutherans distinguish t w o  tables i n  God's l a w  
as revelaed i n  the  Ten Comandments, The f i r s t  
t h r e e  comandments (according t o  t h e  numbering 
system followed by Lutherans and Roman ~ a t h o l i c s )  
per ta in  t o  the ~hristian's re la t ionsh ip  t o  God.63 
The mativation f o r  endeavorfaag t o  keep these 
cornandmeats is love to God, They see in t he  
Sc r ip tu re  words, quoted by Jesus, a sumnxary of 
the f irst  th ree  comandments, The Catechism asks  
t v  Wat is the sumary o f  the F i r s t  Table a f  t h e  
Law? (c~miandmem E - 3) ' ~ h o u  s h a l t  love t h e  
Lord,  thy Gad, with all t hy  heart and w i t h  all 
thy  s o u l  and w i t h  all thy mind. " '64 Commandments 
four through t e n  cover re la t ionship between people ,  
L i k e w i s e ,  Pave is  seen as the motivating f o r c e ,  
The Catechfsm s i m i l a r f l y  asks, 'mat is  the  s u m a r y  
of the  Seg2and Table? (Comandnrents 4 - 10) 'Thou 
shalt love t h y  neighbor as t h y s e l f .  "'65 Mattson 
says, "The sum and subs tance  of -the law i s  love ,  
and t.he l a w  f i n d s  i t s  un i ty  i n  love.  "66 S t .  Paul  
said to t h e  Romans, " love 1s t h e  fe t%f i l%ing  of the 
ladB ( ~ s m ,  13: 1093). Kaehler comexats "Because 
we love God and our neighbor, w e  should do what 
the  comandments r e q u i r e  of useHb7 

In the  '$%-st comandmene: God r q u i r e s  " T ~ O U  

sha l t  have no other Gods before  me."68 Luther says  
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t h a t  t h i s  means, "ide should fear and Lave and 
t r u s t  i n  God above all t h ings  ."69 Jesus said, 
" ~ o u  s h a l l  warship t h e  Lord your God and him 
only sha l l  you serve9' (Matt 4 :  lo> . I d o l  wolesIlip 
is explicitly forbidden i n  Isaiah 42: 8 ~ghere God 
says, "I am the Lord, that i s  my name; ny g lory  9 
give t o  no o t h e r ,  nor  my praise t o  grii-ven images." 
Lutherans be l i eve  t h a t  God not  on ly  condems actual 
i d o l  worship b u t  they  teach  t h a t  people  have o t h e r  
gods when they  fear,  l oye  o r  t r u s t  i n  any o t h e r  
person o r  t h ing  as they should fear, love and t r u s t  
i n  God alone .70 Passages adduced i n  suppo r t  of 
t h i s  include Psalnr  1%: I; Proverbs 3 2 5;  Matthew 
10: 2 8 ,  3 7 ;  Mark $8 :  2 4 ;  Ephesians 5 :  5; and 
PhiLippians 3 :  1 9 ,  Kurth says tha& t h i s  is  the 
most important comandment, and therefore i t  stawds 
a t  t h e  b e g i m i n g .  Out of t h e  fear and love 0% God, 
t h e  fulfillment of a l l  a t h e r  camnandments should 
flow.71 

God Is concerned about 'ehe use of H i s  rime, The 
second coxmandmer~t~ reads, ''Thou s h a l t  not take the 
name of t h e  Lord,  t hy  God, i n  ~ a i n . " 7 ~  When He 
gave t h i s  coxnandment, God s a i d ,   he Lord w i l l  
no t  hold h n i  g u i l t l e s s  who takes h i s  name i n  vain" 
(Ex ,  20: 7 ) *  I n  connection w i t h  t h i s  comandment, 
Lutherans teach that we s h a ~ l d  "not curse ,  swear, 
u se  witchcraft, lie o r  deceive by His name."73 
Suppor t ive  Sc r ip tu res  inc lude  L e v i t i c u s  1 9 :  12. 31; 
24: 1%; Deuteronomy 1 2 :  2 2 ;  18: 10 - 1 2 ;  Jeremiah 
23:  31; Hatthew 5:  33 - 37; 7 :  21;  15: 8, 9;  and 
James 3: 9 ,  1 0 ,  Swearinn i n  weighty matters i s  net 
considered k a  be  wrong, 72 This  is  based on such 
verses as Deutzransmy 6:  13; Matthew 26: 6 3 ,  64; 
11 C s r i n ~ h i a n s  4:: 23; and Hebrews 6:  1 6 ,  Regarding 
t h e  p r o p e r  u se  of ~ o d ' s  name, Luther  says  "we 
should c a l l  upon i t  i n  every t roub le ,  pray, praise 
and g ive  thariks ."75 Key passages are Psalm 50 :  15; 
183: 1; 118: 1; and Matthew 7 : 7 ,  

It is God's w i l l  t h a t  H i s  people take time 
t o  worship Wim, The cowandment, as p r i n t e d  i n  
the Catechism, i s   e em ember the Sabbath day t o  
keep i t  holy ( ~ h o u  shalt  sanc t i fy  the holy day) ."76 
Lutherans do not  be l i eve  that God r e q u i r e s  Chris- 
t i a n s  of $he New Testament era t o  observe the 
Sabbath (Saturday) and o the r  holy days of t h e  Old 
Testament. A p r i m i p a l  srapportlNe passage  i s  
C o h s s i a n s  2: Ida, 1 7 ,  " ~ e t  no one pass  judgement 
on you i n  quest ion of food and d r i n k  o r  w i t h  regard 
to a fes t iva l  o r  a new moon o r  a sabbath.  These 
are only a shadow of what i s  to come, bu t  t h e  sub- 
s t ance  belongs t o  ~ h r i s t . "  Mattson says  

The Ssihbath c o m a n h e n t  has a ceremonial s i d e  
as well as a moral s i d e ,  . . ,Paul  inc ludes  
t h e  Sabbath cornandmen% among chose f e a t u r e s  
of t h e  l a w  which have f a l l e n  away with t h e  
coming of C h r i s t .  . . +The C h r i s t i a n  obser- 
vance of Sunday is  not  a traxlsfer of t h e  Old 
Testament Sabbath observance. 77 

I n  h i s  explanat ion  of the commandment, Luther says  
nothing of t h e  day, but  s imply says, " W e  should s o  
fear and love God t h a t  we m y  no t  desp i se  preach- 
i n g  and His Word, by8 hold i t  sacred and g l a d l y  
hear and learn it." A v e r s e  which Lutherans 
stress f o r  New Testament C h r i s t i a n s  i s  " ~ o t  f o r -  
saking t he  assembling of ourselves toge the r ,  a s  
t h e  manner of some iss9 (Heb, 18:: 2 5 )  , 

John Daniel w r i t e s  that  " the family,  husband, 
and w i f e ,  pa ren t s  and children" are "a u n i t  formed 
by God Himself, the  basic u n i t  of soc ie ty ."79  Two 
comniandments fundamentalby have t o  do with m a t t e r s  
of t h e  family.  These are t h e  four th  and sixth 

The s i x t h  comandment, "Thou s h a l t  mot commit 
adul te ry ,"  is  used by Lutherans t o  treat God's 
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will i n  so fa r  as marria e and. re4%t$sns between 
t h e  sexes  are concerned, Lutherans v i e w  marriage 
a s  God's i n s t i t u t i o n . 8 1  They hold t h a t  i t  is  the  
l i f e - l o n g  union of one man and one woman unto  one 
f l e s h e B 2  Jesus s a i d ,  "they are no longer  two bu t  
one f l e s h ,  What %herefore Cod has joined together, 
l e t  n o t  man p u t  asunder" (Matt. 1 9 :  6 ) .  The Cate- 
chism says, " ~ o d  f o r b i d s  the  breaking of the  mar- 
riage vow by unfaithfulness or deser t ion .  H e  pe r -  
m i t s  t h e  innocent p a r t y  t o  procure  a d ivo rce  when 
t h e  o t h e r  p a r t y  i s  g u i l t y  of f o r n i ~ a t i o n . " ~ ~  Xn 
m a t t e r s  of sex, God f o r b i d s  a l l  unchaste and 
unclean thoughts ,  d e s i r e s ,  words,  and deeds.  

84 

Honosexual behavior  i s  considered t o  be  i n  v i o l a -  
t i o n  of God% swi11e85 Luther  says tha t  we should 
" lead a chaste and decent l i f e  and each Love and 
honor his spouse ."86 Some s i g n i f i c a n t  passages  i n  
connect ion w i t h  matters of the  s i x th  camandment 
are Matthew 5:  28;  15: 19 ;  19: 9 ;  I Corinthians 
6 :  18; Ephesians 4 :  29;  5: 3. 4. 12 ;  P h i l i p p i a n s  
4 :  8; i Timothy 2 :  22; Hebrews 13: 4 ;  and T P e t e r  
2 :  P I ,  

The f o u r t h  commandment, "Hmor thy  f a f h e r  and 
thy  mother, t h a t  i t  may be  w e l l  with thee, and 
thou mayest l i v e  long  on the  earth," speaks of 
God's will i n  paren t -ch i ld  r e la t ionsh ip .  T o  chil-  
dren  P a u l  s a y s ,  "obey your p a r e n t s  i n  everything,  
f o r  t h i s  pleases the  ~ o r d "  (Col. 3: 20) .  To par- 
ents, God's Word i s  "do n o t  provoke your c h i l d r e n ,  
les t  they  become discouraged9'  (Col. 3: 2 1 ) .  
Luther  wro te ,  "We should fear and love God tha t  w e  
may no t  d e s p i s e  our parents.  . . .nor provoke them 
t o  anger, bu t  give them honor, serve and obey them. 
and hold them i n  love and esteemsug7 Kurth says 
t h a t  Chr i s t i an  parents will "a t tend  t o  the phys i -  
c a l  needs s f   heir ch i ld ren*  I .$rain their 
minds. . . .help them acquire soc ia l  gxaces. . . . 

In  the  f i f t h  cenm~m-dment God reveals H i s  w i l l  
i n  rsgard to human l i f e  and w e l l  be ing ,  The 
bas ic  statement is "Thou shale not  ki11,'@89 
Lutherans teach thar Gcd f o r b i d s  us  to take  the  
l i f e  of a fellow man (znasrieex) or our own l i f e  
( su ic ide )  Euthanasia  and abor t ion  are con- 
s i d e r e d  t o  be God wants us t o  "help 
and befriend our neighbor  i n  eyexy bod i ly  needP9 
and t o  "be merci fu l ,  kind,  and fo rg iv ing .  "g2 
Support ive passages are Matthew 5: 7 ,  9 ,  25; 6 :  15; 
Romans 12:  20; and Ephesians 4 :  3 2 ,  H e  does not  
wish US "to h u r t  o r  h a m  our  neighbor i n  his body . . . . t o  do sr say  anyth ing  which may des t roy ,  
sho r t en ,  o r  embi t t e r  h i s  l i f e ,  . . . t o  bear h a t r e d  
and anger i n  our hear ts .  "93 Important  B i b l e  verses 
are Matthew 5: 2 2 ;  15: 1 9 ;  Romans $2: 19;  Ephesians 
4 :  26; and L John 3 :  15, 

God's will i n  the  a r e a  of p rope r ty  r i g h t s  has 
i ts  Decalogue sumary  i n  t h e  s e v e n ~ h  camandment 
11 Thou sha l t  not  s t ea l  ."g4 God expects u s  t o  re- 
spect the p rope r ty  rights of o t h e r s ,  All forms 
of stealing are forb idden  by God, These inc lude  
robbery, t h e f t ,  f raud,  and chea t ing .  9ii Key Scr ip-  
tu res  are Leviticus 19:  35; P s a l m  27: 31; Jeremiah 
22: l 3 ;  and Ephmhans 4 :  28, I n  a p o s i t i v e  way i t  
is the  w i l l  of God t ha t  we " h e b  our  neighbor  t o  
improve and p r o t e c t  h i s  p rope r ty  and bus ines seWg6  
This is illustrated by Exodus 23: 4 ,  " l a '  you meet 
your enemy's ox o r  h i s  a s s  going as t ray,  you s h a l l  
br ing  i t  back t o  him,'' 

1% i s  the w i l l  of God t h a t  when. w e  speak about  
o t h e r  people w e  ehoukd, i n  the words of t h e  Cate- 
chism, 

defend our neighbor ,  , . . t ake  h i s  p a r t  and 
sh ie ld  him against  false accusa t ions ,  . . . 
speak well of our ne ighbor ,  . . . p r a i s e  h i s  
goad q u a l i t i e s  and deeds ss far  as i t  can be 
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done i n  keeping wi th  t h e  t r u t h .  . . .put  t h e  
best cons t ruc t ion  on every th ing ,  .cover 
up h i s  f a u l t s  and ex l a i n  i n  h i s  favor what 
can be se explained.  5 7  

This  i s  i n  hamony w i t h  such passages as Froverbs 
31: 8. 9 ;  I Corinthians 13: 7 ;  and I Pe te r  4: 8. 
On t h e  ether hand, i t  is  counter  t o  the w i l l  of 
God when people " d e c e i t f u l l y  be l i e ,  be t r ay ,  
s lander ,"  o r  "defame" t h e  ne ighboreg8 God does 
not  wish H i s  people ts make unt rue  s ta tements  about 
o the r s  i n  cour t  (Prove 19: 51, H e  does not want 
them t o  l i e  about their neighbors ,  o r  l i e  t o  him, 
o r  withhold t h e  t r u t h  from him (Prov. 19: 5) 
(Eph. 4: 25) (80: 75). They a r e  not  t o  r e v e a l  
s e c r e t s  (Pxov, 12:  3 ) .  

I n  t h e  c i v i l  realm God has  e s t ab l i shed  the 
o r d e r s  of government and a u t h o r i t y .  Koehler s a y s ,  
"It i s  the w i l l  of God t h a t  there should be govern- 
ment among men, anarchy is  contrary t o  H i s  wi11."99 
To the Romans, Paul wrote "Let  every person. be sa9b- 
ject  t o  t h e  governing authorities. For t h e r e  i s  
no a u t h o r i t y  except from @ad, and those  who ex is t  
have been created by God" ((Rom. 13: 5-1 . Govcr~l- 
ments may levy t axes  i n  accordance wi th  God's 
will. I n  t h e  same paragraph Paul  writes,  "you 
should a lso pay taxes, f o r  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  are 
the  m i n i s t e r s  of God, a t t end ing  t o  t h i s  very 
thing" (Rom. 2.3: 6 ) .  T h i s  concurs w i t h  the words 
of Jesus,  "Render. . . . t o  Caesar the t h i n g s  t h a t  
a r e  CaesarS s (Matt. 22 : 2la) P a u l ' s  sumary 
remarks i.nc?.u.de "Pay all of them t k f r  dues, . . . 
respec t  t o  whom respect  is  due, honor t o  whom honor 
i s  due" (Kom, 13: 7 ) .  God gemits the  s t a t e  t h e  
r i g h t  t o  i n f l i c t  t h e  death p e n a l t y  and t o  wage just 
wars (Ram. 13: 4 ) .  I n  a t r i a l  i n  cour t ,  o r  when a 
person becomes a c i t i z e n ,  o r  i.s inducted i n t o  
m i . b i t a r y  service, or makes a dec la ra t ion  of h i s  
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t axable  p rope r ty ,  t h e  government has a r i g h t  t o  
demand an oath.  C h r i s t i a n s  sbou1.d obey (~att. 26: 
6 3 .  6 4 )  (Rom. 13:  I). I n  t h e i r  w f l t i n g s  Lutherans 
t r e a t  ma t t e r s  of government under the second, 
f o u r t h ,  f i f t h ,  and e i g h t h  conmandments, 

God wants H i s  people  to watch t he  desires af 
the i r  hearts. Ln two commandmenis H e  says  " ~ h o u  
shalt  not covet ."Io1 Koehler says  '?Lest we think 
t h a t  an outward compliance wi th  the l e t te r  of t h e  
Law is  s u f f i c i e n t ,  God i n  the l a s t  two comandments 
p o i n t s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o  the  heart, and demands t h a t  
our hearts be holy and free of every evil l u s t . " l02  
To covet means t o  l u s t .  We should not  covet t h ings  
t h a t  are forbidden t o  us ,  as Eye lusted t h e  fo r -  
bi88gn f r u i t  (Gene 3:  3 - b ) ,  P a u l  t o l d  t h e  Corin- 
t h i a n s  that they should "not l u s t  a f ter  e v i l  things" 
(I Csr, 18: 6 BC;,S,V,), 

Martin Luther wrote t h a t  God "promises grace  and 
every bless ing t o  all who keep the mmandments.  
Therefore w e  should a l s o  I s v e  and t r u s t  i n  H i m  and 
w i l l i n g l y  do according t o  H i s  comandments."lo3 

When C h r i s t i a n s  thus  do the w i l l  of God, they 
are doing good works, According t o  t h e  Formula of 
Concord '"it i s  ~ o d ' s  w i l l  and ex r e s s  cornand t ha t  
b e l i e v e r s  should do good works."P04 Paul  t o l d  t h e  
Ephesians t ha t  they were "ce9.eated i n  C h r i s t  J e sus  
f o r  good works" (Eph. 2:  10) .  What is a good work? 
Mueller s ays  "every thought ,  desire, word, and deed 
which a be l i eve r  does through f a i t h  i n  Chr i s t  
J e s ~ s . " l ~ ~  Hollaz defined good works as t h e  " in t e r -  
na l  affections s f  t h e  heart and t h e  movements of 
t h e  will9' which f low from f a i t h .  lo6 Quenstedt de- 
f ined  a good work as  " tha t  which God commands, and 
which i s  done with the d i s p o s i t i o n ,  manner and. 
purpose f o r  which i t  has been comanded, "167 The 
w r i t e r s  of the  Catechism s p e l l  i t  out  e x p l i c i t l y  
and say  t h a t  "a good work i s  everyth ing  t h a t  a c h i l d  
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of God does ,  speaks  or thinks i n  faith aeesrding 
to t h e  Ten Comandments, for the  gl.ory of God, f o r  
t h e  b e n e f i t  of h i s  neighbor ."Io8 Only C h r i s t i a n s  
can do works p leas ing  t o  God.lo9 The Bib le  says  
"without f a i t h  i t  is  impossible t o  p l ease  h i m "  
(Meb, 81: 6a),  Jesus  s a i d  ''apart from m e  you can 
do nothing" (John 15: 5b) .  The F6srwula writers 
say 

t h e  person must first be accepted a f  God, and 
t h a t  f o r  the  sake af Christ  akane, if also 
t h e  works of t h e  pezson are t o  p l ease  H i m  
. . . . i t  i s  impossible t o  separate works 
from f a i t h ,  yea, j u s t  as impossible as i t  is  
f o r  heat  and l i g h t  t o  be separated. 11° 

God expects Chr i s t i ans  t o  produce good works. 
This  i s  no t  something o p t i o n a l .  The Formula of 
Concord saps "It i s  fa l se .  . . .when i t  i s  a s s e r t e d  
and t augh t  as though gssd works were free t o  t h e  
b e l i e v e r  i n  the sense t h a t  i t  were opt ional  with 
them t o  do o r  to omi t  t-hzm."lll I n  h i s  E p i s t l e ,  
James w r o t e ,  gBma"tdoes it p r o f i t ,  . . . i f  a man 
s a y s  he has f a i t h  but  has no works? Can h i s  
f a i t h  save him?, . . . f a i t h  by i t s e l f ,  i f  i t  has 
no works, i s  dead" (James 2: 1 4 ,  1 7 )  , Bieter 
Bocrndearmaker remarks, " ~ a m e s  demands good sirarks 
as the  necessary expressi.on of a l i v i n g  f a i th . " l12  
L i k e w i s e ,  Adolph Koeberle says ,  "Livtng f a i t h  can- 
not  e x i s t  wi thout  good worksB: A f a i t h  without  works 
i s  vain and fa lse ,  " IL3 Speaking p o s i t i v e l y  Kurth 
says ,  "Good works  f l o w  out  of f a i t h  as n a t u r a l l y  a s  
f lowers and f r u i t  proceed out of a tree,  o r  water  
out  of a spring."114 Efueller writes that "The 
performance of g ~ o d  works is  the rea l  o b j e c t i v e  of 
t h e  Chris"&ian9 s L i f e  on e a r t h ,  ' '115 

As p a r t  s f  t h e  l i f e  of f a i t h ,  Gad expects  Chris- 
t i a n s  to practice sod stewardship of all. Be has  
en t rus t ed  t o  them, f16  

This  inc ludes  t h e  time a Chris t ian  has a t  h i s  
d i sposa l .  r a t t g a - s d  wrote "'eod i s  t h e  Lard of 
time . "117 Birkner says  

%t is  God who a l l o t s  u s  our  span of t i m e ,  
I n  the t i m e  H e  g ives  us ,  . . . the steward- 
s h i p  obl igat ions  of our heavenly c a l l i n g  
musk: r ece ive  first cons ide ra t ion l  We simply 
wst f i n d  time, take t i m e ,  t o  p l ace  a t  t h e  
s e r v i c e  of ~ o d . 1 1 8  

Cementing on P a u p s  words i n  Ephesians 5 :  16 ,  
"~edeem t h e  t i m e  because t h e  days a r e  e v i l . "  he 
says  t ha t  t h e  Apost le  encourages you t o  "make 
good use o f  t h e  s h o r t  t i m e  a t  your d i s p o s a l ;  p lan  
ts put  f i r s t  t h ings  f i r s t ;  a r range  your day sys- 
t ema t i ca l ly ;  g ive  a enerous p o r t i o n  of your t i m e  
t o  t h e  Lord" worke'' 

Also included a r e  t h e  t a l e n t s  of t h e  Chr i s t i an .  
Cod's people have rece ived  many and d i v e r s e  g i f t s ,  
talents, c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  and a b i l i t i e s  which can 
be used ts God% glory .  Paul  s a i d  t o  t h e  Romans 
st Having gifts t h a t  d i f f e r  according t o  the  grace  
given us, l e t  u s  use  them" (Rom. 1 2 :  62x1. 

The t r e a s u r e s  of the c h i l d  of Gad a r e  a l s o  in -  
cluded* Mate r i a l  psssess ions ,  inc luding  money, 
are a t r u s t  from God, Real ly they  a l l  belong t o  
Him. The P s a l m i s t  s a i d ,  @'The e a r t h  is the Lords, 
and t h e  fulmess thereof"  (Ps. 24: I )*  From what 
Me has e n t r u s t e d  t o  them, God w i l l s  tha t  H i s  people 
g ive  t o  support  t h e  work of t h e  church. Speaking 
o f  giving,  Birkner writes " t h i s  is  according t o  t h e  
w i l l  of God, who could have H i s  kingdom expanded 
without  us but who decided M e  would draw us i n t o  
par tnersh ip .  "lZ0 God would have C h r i s t i a n s  g ive  
willingXy, f o r  t h e  a p o s t l e  says, "God loves  a  
chee r fu l  giver" (11 Car, 9 :  71, Giving should be 
done according t o  a r egu la r  schedule -- t h e  
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liberally and generously. The s c r i p t u r a l  exhor- 
tation is t ha t  eaeb shoered g ive  "as Gad has pros- 
pered him" (I Cor. 16  : 2b) .  

Take my si lver  and my gold ,  
Not; a mite would 1 withbald; 
Take my intellect and use 
Every power as Thou s h a l t  choose, 

God blesses those who practice faithful s tew-  
a r d s h i p ,  T h i s  is the grswise 02 S c r i p t i l r e .  
Malachi wrote, "Bring the  f u l l  t i t hes  unto the  
storehouse, *and thereby  put me to the test, 
says the L s r d  of hosts, If P will not open the 
windows sf heaven for you and pour  d o m  f o r  you 
an overf lowing b less ing"  (Hal, 3 : 3-01 . The Bible 
is replete with such promise  passages, Some such 
S c r i p t u r e s  are 1 Sam, 2: 38; Prov, 3: 9 & 10; 
P ~ o v .  11: 25;  Prove 22: 9 ;  1 Core 9 :  6 and 
Heb. 6: 10, 

t I p n  Ma, 400 i n  the  Lutheran Hl$annaB provides 
an a p p r o p r i a t e  prayer response. t o  God's s a n t i f i -  
ca t ion w i l l ,  The wards o f  t he  h p n  are as follows: 

Take my l i f e  and Bet It be 
Consecrated, Lsrd,  t o  Thee; 
Take my n~oments and my days, 
Let .  them f l o w  in ceaseless praise, 

Take my will and mke it Thine, 
It shall be no longer mine; 
Take my heart, it f s  Thine am,  
Xt shall be Thy royal throne, 

Take my hands and let them move 
A t  the impulse of Thy lave; 
Take my feet and l e t  them be 
Swift and beautiful far Thee, 

Take my voice and l e t  me s i n g  
Always, only ,  f o r  my King; 
Take my lips and l e t  them be 
F i l l e d  w i t h  messages from Thee, 

Take my love, my Lsrd, I pour 
At Thy feet I t s  treasure-store; 
Take myself, and 1 will be 
Ever, only, all, for Thee, 121 
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Chapter 6 

THE WILL AND PROVIDENCE OF GOD IN CATASTROPHIES --- PP -? 

$4ASS&VE EVENTS, N U U R E ,  LENGTH OF L I F E ,  ETC, 

S i n  is  the  cause sf a 1 1  eatastrophies and 
calamities i n  t h e  w o r l d ,  A l l  of God9s creation 
w a s  affected by t h e  s i n  o f  man, Paul  states thae 
because man sinned "the whole creation was sub- 
jec ted  t o  f u t i l i t y "  and "the whole creat ion h a s  
been groaning together i n  t r ava i l  u n t i l  nowv' 
(Rom. 8: 20. 2 2 ) .  Lenski says that "this is  
nothing myster ious b u t  sonefshing a l l  Chr i s t i ans  
know from t h e i r  o m  observation. "I H e  writes, 
'hulti"&udiazoans 1s the  suppressed  agonfzing of the 
whole creature world under the  distress which 
man's s i n  and death have brought upan i t ,  A m i l - -  
Lion t h i n g s  are wrong, and a91 nature . . . . 
shows i t s u 2  Nygren b r i e f l y  comments "Through 
man's sin, . * t h e  whole existence i n  which we 
are involved stands i n  bondage t o  corruptionaW3 

I n  the  p u l p i t  Lutherans have clearly iden t i -  
f i e d  s i n  as t h e  cause of calamities and eatastrs- 
phies. Samuel J. Roth, Jr. explained it i n  this 

Pa ~ e d ' s  great  plan all t h e  upheavals i n  
na tu re ,  a19 the tragedy of the universe, 
a11 the  sorrow of God's creatures, u l t i -  
ma,tely are ehek-e beeause of s i n ,  Sin dfs- 
raapted Che r e l a t i o n s h i p  between man m d  God, 
Et also d i s r u p t e d  the  re la t ionsh ip  between 
all of creation and God, 

Rotkh gives specif ic  examples 

- 58 - 

The wind of Eers cololia%g ref-beesfkment sta a hot  
day, bug i t  can also develop i n t o  tornados 
t h a t  des t roy ,  The r a i n s  f a l l  gent ly  on the 
ground t o  give food t o  p lan t s ,  but  t h e y  can 
cause r ivers  t o  f l ood  and ravage the country- 
s ide  as w e l l ,  The b e a u t i f u l  f lakes of snow 
t h a t  make t h e  would so clean and white can 
a lso d i s r u p t  trayel and coamerce and cause  
hardship and s u f f e r i n g  , 

Robert E .  Spanaaus t o l d  h i s  congrega t ion  

men man f e l l  i n t o  s i n .  . . . the  whole course 
of nature  was changed, The ground brought 
f o r t h  t h o r n s  and t h i s t l e s  as well as u s e f u l  
crops and na ture ' s  bounty. A l l  c r ea t ed  l i f e  
became sub jec t  t o  s t r i f e  and death.  Nature  
in the  r a w  o f t e n  became w i l d  and des t ruc t ive .  
The earth i t se l f  and i t s  atmosphere became 
subject %o earthquakes,  v o l c a n i c  e rup t ions ,  
extremes caf heat and co ld ,  saorms aa-d tcsr- 
nadic farce,  6 

Some seventy years ago P ,  Kuegle s a i d  t o  h i s  r u r a l  
par ishioners ,  ""Barrenness of the soil, poisonous 
p l a n t s ,  noxious insects,  death-dealing rniasrns and 
a thousand e v i l s  of which the woxld i s  f u l l  would 
not be sc if man had not sinnedeH7 H e  f u r t h e r  
s a i d ,  "The barren waste, t h e  thorny b r i e r ,  t he  
crzswiing s e r p e n t ,  t he  des t roy ing  insect  should 
all remind u s  o f  sin."8 Loy stated t h a t  "only.  . . 
man sinned," but  "the curse %ha$ came upon him 
affected a l l  h i s  environment.  "9 

S in  not  only is the  root  cause of a l l  that i s  
wong  and disrupted in GQd's c~:ea"cfon, b u t  c u r r e n t  
sin is Sdentkf ied  in Scr ip tu re  as t h e  reason f o r  
cu r ren t  c a t a s t r o p h i e s  and calamities i n  t h e  realm 
of nature, and i n  the experience o f  ~ o d ' s  c r e a t u r e s .  
An i l luminat ing  tex t  i n  this regard i s  Hosea 4 :  1-3 



Chapter 6 

THE WILL AND PROVIDENCE OF GOD IN CATASTROPHIES --- PP -? 

$4ASS&VE EVENTS, N U U R E ,  LENGTH OF L I F E ,  ETC, 
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been groaning together i n  t r ava i l  u n t i l  nowv' 
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shows i t s u 2  Nygren b r i e f l y  comments "Through 
man's sin, . * t h e  whole existence i n  which we 
are involved stands i n  bondage t o  corruptionaW3 

I n  the  p u l p i t  Lutherans have clearly iden t i -  
f i e d  s i n  as t h e  cause of calamities and eatastrs- 
phies. Samuel J. Roth, Jr. explained it i n  this 

Pa ~ e d ' s  great  plan all t h e  upheavals i n  
na tu re ,  a19 the tragedy of the universe, 
a11 the  sorrow of God's creatures, u l t i -  
ma,tely are ehek-e beeause of s i n ,  Sin dfs- 
raapted Che r e l a t i o n s h i p  between man m d  God, 
Et also d i s r u p t e d  the  re la t ionsh ip  between 
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Rotkh gives specif ic  examples 
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t h a t  des t roy ,  The r a i n s  f a l l  gent ly  on the 
ground t o  give food t o  p lan t s ,  but  t h e y  can 
cause r ivers  t o  f l ood  and ravage the country- 
s ide  as w e l l ,  The b e a u t i f u l  f lakes of snow 
t h a t  make t h e  would so clean and white can 
a lso d i s r u p t  trayel and coamerce and cause  
hardship and s u f f e r i n g  , 

Robert E .  Spanaaus t o l d  h i s  congrega t ion  

men man f e l l  i n t o  s i n .  . . . the  whole course 
of nature  was changed, The ground brought 
f o r t h  t h o r n s  and t h i s t l e s  as well as u s e f u l  
crops and na ture ' s  bounty. A l l  c r ea t ed  l i f e  
became sub jec t  t o  s t r i f e  and death.  Nature  
in the  r a w  o f t e n  became w i l d  and des t ruc t ive .  
The earth i t se l f  and i t s  atmosphere became 
subject %o earthquakes,  v o l c a n i c  e rup t ions ,  
extremes caf heat and co ld ,  saorms aa-d tcsr- 
nadic farce,  6 

Some seventy years ago P ,  Kuegle s a i d  t o  h i s  r u r a l  
par ishioners ,  ""Barrenness of the soil, poisonous 
p l a n t s ,  noxious insects,  death-dealing rniasrns and 
a thousand e v i l s  of which the woxld i s  f u l l  would 
not be sc if man had not sinnedeH7 H e  f u r t h e r  
s a i d ,  "The barren waste, t h e  thorny b r i e r ,  t he  
crzswiing s e r p e n t ,  t he  des t roy ing  insect  should 
all remind u s  o f  sin."8 Loy stated t h a t  "only.  . . 
man sinned," but  "the curse %ha$ came upon him 
affected a l l  h i s  environment.  "9 

S in  not  only is the  root  cause of a l l  that i s  
wong  and disrupted in GQd's c~:ea"cfon, b u t  c u r r e n t  
sin is Sdentkf ied  in Scr ip tu re  as t h e  reason f o r  
cu r ren t  c a t a s t r o p h i e s  and calamities i n  t h e  realm 
of nature, and i n  the experience o f  ~ o d ' s  c r e a t u r e s .  
An i l luminat ing  tex t  i n  this regard i s  Hosea 4 :  1-3 



Hear t h e  word of t h e  Lord, 0 People  of Xsrael;  
f o r  t h e  Lord has a controversy w i t h  t h e  inhab- 
i t a n t s  of  t'ne land .  There i s  no f a i t h f u l n e s s  
o r  kindness, and no knowledge of God i n  t h e  
land,  t h e r e  i s  swearing, l y i n g ,  k i l l i n g ,  s t e a l -  
i ng ,  and committing adu l t e ry ;  they break all 
bounds and murder f e l l ows  murder,  Therefore 
the laxid mourns, and a l l  who dwell  in it. lan-  
gu i sh ,  and a l s o  t h e  b e a s t s  of the  f i e l d ,  and 
the  birds of t h e  a i r ,  and even t h e  f i s h  of t h e  
sea are taken away ," 

I n  a sirnil-ar vein t h e  prophet Jeremiah asks, "How 
long w i l l  the  l a n d  mourn, and the  g ras s  of every 
f i e l d  wi ther?  For t h e  wickedness of t hose  who 
dwell i n  i t  beasts and b i r d s  are swept away" 
( J e r ,  12: 4 )  , 

Massive happerlings affect  a l l  kinds of people, 
both t h e  Godly and the ungod1.y. They are b a s i c a l l y  
of two kinds. There are those which occur i n  t h e  
realm of natilre, such as f l o o d s ,  famines, and 
e a r t h q - t a k e s .  Others ,  such as war, are brought 
on d i r e c t l y  by the a c t i o n s  of men. What a r e  t h e  
dyriami.cs i~ lvo lved  where ca l ami t i e s  and c a t a s t r o -  
ph ie s  occur? Who i s  i n  charge? Tho u l t ima te ly  is 
respons ib le?  

Koehler w r i t e s  t h a t  

God i s  the Sovereign Ruler of the universe. 
lie g u i d e s  t h e  stars on t h e i r  course, and 
c o n c r s l s  the laws of na ture ,  Be makes the 
seed t o  germinate,  the f lowers t o  bloom, and 
t h e  f r u i t  t o  r ipen;  We sends r a in  and sun- 
sh ine ,  g ives  seedtime and harvest, sunrmer 
and win te r ,  day a d  n igh t  (Gen . 8 : 2 2 )  . f 0 

Not all t oday  would agree with such a s ta tement .  
Berkouwer r e p o r t s  t h a t  

In modern times ' en l ightenedP humcan thought 
g r a n t s  na tu re  independence from God. Thunder 
and l i g h t n i n g ,  r a i n  and c louds ,  conception 
and b i r t h ,  h i s t o r i c a l  events  and t h e i r  conse- 
quences -- t hese  a r e  t racked down t o  t h e i r  
n a t u r a l  causes and endowed by human thought 
wi th  t h e i r  o m  i m a n e n t  f o r c e ,  They form an 
independent ps'ln;ier, which t h e  Div ine  a c t i v i t y  
seems able only t o  l i m i t  and c u r t a i l .  

H e  then says ,  "Not so wi th  I s r a e l  and her  f e a r  of 
~ o d . " ~ ~  It is t h e  p o s i t i o n  of t h e  Bib le  tha t  a l l  
t h e  fo rces  of na tu re  a r e  c o n t r o l l e d  by God. Bente 
w r i t e s  t h a t   he laws of na tu re  a r e  God's w i l l  as 
t o  t h e  manner i n  which He chooses t o  ope ra t e  i n  
and through H i s  c r e a t u r e s  ."I2 I n  answer t o  t h e  
ques t ion ,  "Is God bound by H i s  own w i l l ? ' @  Bente 
r e p l i e s ,  "So long a s  H e  chooses and no longer."13 

The S c r i p t u r e s  a s c r i b e  t o  God abso lu te  c o n t r o l  
over  t h e  elements of na tu re ,  I n  t h e  account of 
t h e  t e n  plagues which God v i s i t e d  ugon Egypt, t h i s  
i s  v i v i d l y  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  t h e  record  of t h e  plague 
of h a i l .  

The Lord sent thunder and h a i l ,  and f i r e  ran  
down t o  t he  e a r t h ,  And t h e  Lord rained h a i l  
ugon t h e  land of Egypt; t h e r e  was h a i l  and 
f i r e  f l a s h i n g  con t inua l ly  i n  t h e  midst of 
the h a i l ,  very  heavy h a i l ,  . , .The h a i l  
s t r u c k  down every th ing  that was i n  t h e  f i e l d  
i n  a l l  t h e  land of Egypt, . ,Only i n  t h e  
land of Goshen where t h e  people of I s r a e l  
w e r e ,  t h e r e  was no hailet"(Ex. 9: 23 - 26). 

The writer of Psalm 107 says  t h a t  "He t u r n s  r i y e r s  
i n t o  d e s e r t ,  sp r ings  of water i n t o  t h i r s t y  ground, 
a f r u i t f u l  land i n t o  a s a l t y  waste ,  . . .he t u r n s  
a desert i n t o  pools  of water ,  a parched land i n t o  
sp r ings  of waterq' (Ps .  107: 33 -35). He a l s o  says  



Hear t h e  word of t h e  Lord, 0 People  of Xsrael;  
f o r  t h e  Lord has a controversy w i t h  t h e  inhab- 
i t a n t s  of  t'ne land .  There i s  no f a i t h f u l n e s s  
o r  kindness, and no knowledge of God i n  t h e  
land,  t h e r e  i s  swearing, l y i n g ,  k i l l i n g ,  s t e a l -  
i ng ,  and committing adu l t e ry ;  they break all 
bounds and murder f e l l ows  murder,  Therefore 
the laxid mourns, and a l l  who dwell  in it. lan-  
gu i sh ,  and a l s o  t h e  b e a s t s  of the  f i e l d ,  and 
the  birds of t h e  a i r ,  and even t h e  f i s h  of t h e  
sea are taken away ," 

I n  a sirnil-ar vein t h e  prophet Jeremiah asks, "How 
long w i l l  the  l a n d  mourn, and the  g ras s  of every 
f i e l d  wi ther?  For t h e  wickedness of t hose  who 
dwell i n  i t  beasts and b i r d s  are swept away" 
( J e r ,  12: 4 )  , 

Massive happerlings affect  a l l  kinds of people, 
both t h e  Godly and the ungod1.y. They are b a s i c a l l y  
of two kinds. There are those which occur i n  t h e  
realm of natilre, such as f l o o d s ,  famines, and 
e a r t h q - t a k e s .  Others ,  such as war, are brought 
on d i r e c t l y  by the a c t i o n s  of men. What a r e  t h e  
dyriami.cs i~ lvo lved  where ca l ami t i e s  and c a t a s t r o -  
ph ie s  occur? Who i s  i n  charge? Tho u l t ima te ly  is 
respons ib le?  

Koehler w r i t e s  t h a t  

God i s  the Sovereign Ruler of the universe. 
lie g u i d e s  t h e  stars on t h e i r  course, and 
c o n c r s l s  the laws of na ture ,  Be makes the 
seed t o  germinate,  the f lowers t o  bloom, and 
t h e  f r u i t  t o  r ipen;  We sends r a in  and sun- 
sh ine ,  g ives  seedtime and harvest, sunrmer 
and win te r ,  day a d  n igh t  (Gen . 8 : 2 2 )  . f 0 

Not all t oday  would agree with such a s ta tement .  
Berkouwer r e p o r t s  t h a t  

In modern times ' en l ightenedP humcan thought 
g r a n t s  na tu re  independence from God. Thunder 
and l i g h t n i n g ,  r a i n  and c louds ,  conception 
and b i r t h ,  h i s t o r i c a l  events  and t h e i r  conse- 
quences -- t hese  a r e  t racked down t o  t h e i r  
n a t u r a l  causes and endowed by human thought 
wi th  t h e i r  o m  i m a n e n t  f o r c e ,  They form an 
independent ps'ln;ier, which t h e  Div ine  a c t i v i t y  
seems able only t o  l i m i t  and c u r t a i l .  

H e  then says ,  "Not so wi th  I s r a e l  and her  f e a r  of 
~ o d . " ~ ~  It is t h e  p o s i t i o n  of t h e  Bib le  tha t  a l l  
t h e  fo rces  of na tu re  a r e  c o n t r o l l e d  by God. Bente 
w r i t e s  t h a t   he laws of na tu re  a r e  God's w i l l  as 
t o  t h e  manner i n  which He chooses t o  ope ra t e  i n  
and through H i s  c r e a t u r e s  ."I2 I n  answer t o  t h e  
ques t ion ,  "Is God bound by H i s  own w i l l ? ' @  Bente 
r e p l i e s ,  "So long a s  H e  chooses and no longer."13 

The S c r i p t u r e s  a s c r i b e  t o  God abso lu te  c o n t r o l  
over  t h e  elements of na tu re ,  I n  t h e  account of 
t h e  t e n  plagues which God v i s i t e d  ugon Egypt, t h i s  
i s  v i v i d l y  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  t h e  record  of t h e  plague 
of h a i l .  

The Lord sent thunder and h a i l ,  and f i r e  ran  
down t o  t he  e a r t h ,  And t h e  Lord rained h a i l  
ugon t h e  land of Egypt; t h e r e  was h a i l  and 
f i r e  f l a s h i n g  con t inua l ly  i n  t h e  midst of 
the h a i l ,  very  heavy h a i l ,  . , .The h a i l  
s t r u c k  down every th ing  that was i n  t h e  f i e l d  
i n  a l l  t h e  land of Egypt, . ,Only i n  t h e  
land of Goshen where t h e  people of I s r a e l  
w e r e ,  t h e r e  was no hailet"(Ex. 9: 23 - 26). 

The writer of Psalm 107 says  t h a t  "He t u r n s  r i y e r s  
i n t o  d e s e r t ,  sp r ings  of water i n t o  t h i r s t y  ground, 
a f r u i t f u l  land i n t o  a s a l t y  waste ,  . . .he t u r n s  
a desert i n t o  pools  of water ,  a parched land i n t o  
sp r ings  of waterq' (Ps .  107: 33 -35). He a l s o  says  



"he made t h e  storm be s t i l l ,  and t h e  :gaves s f  t h e  
sea w e r e  bushedq' ( P s ,  109: 29) The B ib l e  is re- 
p l e t e  w i th  passages d e c l a r i n g  God's con%rol. 
Some such ve r ses  are P s a l m  6.5: 7 . 9 ;  89: 9 ;  104: 
3 f f ;  147 : 8, 15-18; Jerer~iiah 5: 24;  Matthew 8: 26; 
and A c t s  1 4 :  17. 

I n  Psalms 29 ,  verses 3 - 9 ,  t h e r e  is  an i n t e r -  
e s t i n g  d i s c u s s i o n  regard ing  the  "voice of the  
Lord: i n  t h e  thunder of sts-ms.  I n  the n e s t  verse 
(ve r se  10) t h e  Psa lmis t  says ,  "The Lord s i ts  en- 
throned over the f l ood , "  Xn h i s  commentary, Leupold 
l i n k s  t h i s  thought t o  t h a t  of t h e  deluge at the time 
of Noah. He says  verse  18 should accura te ly  be 
t r a n s l a t e d  @"The Lord sa t  enthr~ned @ver the  F I Q Q ~ ~ ' '  
H e  f u r t h e r  remarks t h a t  

behind all such elemental f o r c e s  as the one 
just descr ibed  s t ands  the Lord, always i n  f u l l  
and perfect  ccn t ro l .  The most notable in- 
stance of H i s  p e r f e c t  power w a s  the  Flood, 
The word.  here used (mabbul) refers invar iably  
and excl.usively t o  t h e  great Del.uge, When it 
occurred, never f o r  a moment w a s  it out  of 
cant roP.  The vast  ca tac lysmic  forces unleashed 
remained obedien t  t o  H i s  w i l l :  %e s a t  en- 
throned over the Flood. ' I 4  

Bente s ta tes  t h a t  

Divins providence normal ly  expresses itself 
i n  d e f i n i t e  l a w s ,  . . .God does not  exerc ise  
H i s  providence by c a p r i c e  and ca$astrophe. . 

.Neither does  Me o r d i n a r i l  r e s o r t  t o  catas- 
t rophe to execute H i s  w i l l .  13 

Then, i n  reference t o  the great P l s ed ,  he w r i t e s  

Once, . . . H e  i n t e r r u p t e d  eke even tenor of 
His government and swept the  e a r t h  clean of 

a l l  inhabitants except t h s a e  carried to 
s a f e t y  i n  the Ark s f  Noah, . , .After  Che 
Flood, God covenanted with Noah on behalf 
oE t h e  htaman race; 'brhile %he earth re- 
mainet:b, seedt ime and harvest, and cold and 
heat=, and summer and winter ,  and day and 
n igh t  s h a l l  no t  cease' (Gen. 8 :  22) . I6  

Regarding present  day occurances h e  writes, "Even 
eatastrophies l i k e  t i d a l  waves, volcanic. erupt ions ,  
asad earthquakes, e c l i p s e s ,  and o the r  unusual phe- 
nomena of nature f a l l o w  d e f i n i t e  l a w s  of cause and 
e f f e c t .  ''47 

I n  t h e  f o u r t h  chapter  of t h e  Book o f  Amos t h e r e  
are s t r o n g  words about  God's powerful c o n t r o l  i n  
t he  realm of nature  

I alsa withheld the r a in  f r ~ m  you, . . . I 
would send rain upon another  c i t y ;  one 
f i e l d  would be rained u p m ,  and the f i e l d  
sn  which i t  d id  not r a in  withered, . . .I 
sraote you w i t h  b l i g h t  and m i l d e w ;  I P a i d  
waste your gardens and your vineyards:  your 
f % g  trees and your o l ive  trees the l o c u s t  
devoured Q h o s  4 : 7 - 9) , 

The Protestant scholar Arthur W e  Pink has commented 

The muta t ions  of the  elements are beneath 
God% sovereign con t ro l ,  It i s  God who with- - 
holds t h e  rain, and i t  i s  God who g ives  t h e  -- 
ra in  when He w i l l s ,  and on whom H e  w i l l s .  
Weather Bureaus may a t tempt  t o  give f o r e c a s t s  
of the  weather but  how f r e q u e n t l y  God mocks 
%heir ca%.cul.ations .I8 

He n~akes the s m a - s y  statement, "Ea r th  and a i r ,  
f i r e  and %cra%er, laail and. snow, stormy winds and 
angry seas, a l l  p e r f o m  the word of H i s  power and 
fulfil H i s  sovereign p leasure .  " 



"he made t h e  storm be s t i l l ,  and t h e  :gaves s f  t h e  
sea w e r e  bushedq' ( P s ,  109: 29) The B ib l e  is re- 
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3 f f ;  147 : 8, 15-18; Jerer~iiah 5: 24;  Matthew 8: 26; 
and A c t s  1 4 :  17. 

I n  Psalms 29 ,  verses 3 - 9 ,  t h e r e  is  an i n t e r -  
e s t i n g  d i s c u s s i o n  regard ing  the  "voice of the  
Lord: i n  t h e  thunder of sts-ms.  I n  the n e s t  verse 
(ve r se  10) t h e  Psa lmis t  says ,  "The Lord s i ts  en- 
throned over the f l ood , "  Xn h i s  commentary, Leupold 
l i n k s  t h i s  thought t o  t h a t  of t h e  deluge at the time 
of Noah. He says  verse  18 should accura te ly  be 
t r a n s l a t e d  @"The Lord sa t  enthr~ned @ver the  F I Q Q ~ ~ ' '  
H e  f u r t h e r  remarks t h a t  

behind all such elemental f o r c e s  as the one 
just descr ibed  s t ands  the Lord, always i n  f u l l  
and perfect  ccn t ro l .  The most notable in- 
stance of H i s  p e r f e c t  power w a s  the  Flood, 
The word.  here used (mabbul) refers invar iably  
and excl.usively t o  t h e  great Del.uge, When it 
occurred, never f o r  a moment w a s  it out  of 
cant roP.  The vast  ca tac lysmic  forces unleashed 
remained obedien t  t o  H i s  w i l l :  %e s a t  en- 
throned over the Flood. ' I 4  

Bente s ta tes  t h a t  

Divins providence normal ly  expresses itself 
i n  d e f i n i t e  l a w s ,  . . .God does not  exerc ise  
H i s  providence by c a p r i c e  and ca$astrophe. . 

.Neither does  Me o r d i n a r i l  r e s o r t  t o  catas- 
t rophe to execute H i s  w i l l .  13 

Then, i n  reference t o  the great P l s ed ,  he w r i t e s  

Once, . . . H e  i n t e r r u p t e d  eke even tenor of 
His government and swept the  e a r t h  clean of 

a l l  inhabitants except t h s a e  carried to 
s a f e t y  i n  the Ark s f  Noah, . , .After  Che 
Flood, God covenanted with Noah on behalf 
oE t h e  htaman race; 'brhile %he earth re- 
mainet:b, seedt ime and harvest, and cold and 
heat=, and summer and winter ,  and day and 
n igh t  s h a l l  no t  cease' (Gen. 8 :  22) . I6  

Regarding present  day occurances h e  writes, "Even 
eatastrophies l i k e  t i d a l  waves, volcanic. erupt ions ,  
asad earthquakes, e c l i p s e s ,  and o the r  unusual phe- 
nomena of nature f a l l o w  d e f i n i t e  l a w s  of cause and 
e f f e c t .  ''47 

I n  t h e  f o u r t h  chapter  of t h e  Book o f  Amos t h e r e  
are s t r o n g  words about  God's powerful c o n t r o l  i n  
t he  realm of nature  

I alsa withheld the r a in  f r ~ m  you, . . . I 
would send rain upon another  c i t y ;  one 
f i e l d  would be rained u p m ,  and the f i e l d  
sn  which i t  d id  not r a in  withered, . . .I 
sraote you w i t h  b l i g h t  and m i l d e w ;  I P a i d  
waste your gardens and your vineyards:  your 
f % g  trees and your o l ive  trees the l o c u s t  
devoured Q h o s  4 : 7 - 9) , 

The Protestant scholar Arthur W e  Pink has commented 

The muta t ions  of the  elements are beneath 
God% sovereign con t ro l ,  It i s  God who with- - 
holds t h e  rain, and i t  i s  God who g ives  t h e  -- 
ra in  when He w i l l s ,  and on whom H e  w i l l s .  
Weather Bureaus may a t tempt  t o  give f o r e c a s t s  
of the  weather but  how f r e q u e n t l y  God mocks 
%heir ca%.cul.ations .I8 

He n~akes the s m a - s y  statement, "Ea r th  and a i r ,  
f i r e  and %cra%er, laail and. snow, stormy winds and 
angry seas, a l l  p e r f o m  the word of H i s  power and 
fulfil H i s  sovereign p leasure .  " 



~ o d  controls and d i r e c t s  according t o  H i s  own 
des igns  and purposes. Another P r o t e s t a n t  writer, 
Alexander Carson, d i scusses  t h e  s t o r y  about Jesus  
being i n  a boa t  which was overtaken by a storm 
(Matt. 8: 23 - 27). H e  asks, " I f  there i s  a Provi -  
dence, might we not  expect t h a t ,  when  he Son of 
God was s a i l i n g ,  the sea  should be quiet?"20 He 
te l ls  t h e  s t o r y  and then says t h a t  

t h i s  w a s  a w i s e  Providence. It g l o r i f i e d  
t h e  Son of God, by g iv ing  him an oppor tuni ty  
of mani fes t ing  himself as t h e  Lord of t he  
seas and the winds.  . . * T h i s  Providence 
was a l s o  good f o r  t h e  d i s c i p l e s .  It in-  
creased the i r  faith i n  t h e  Son of G 0 d . 2 ~  

When Jonah received t h e  c a l l  t o  preach t o  t h e  
people of Ninevab, h e  boarded a s h i p  t o  f lee t h e  
presence of the Lord. " ~ u t  the  Lord h u r l e d  a 
g r e a t  wind upon t h e  s e a ,  and there w a s  a mighty 
tempest upQn t h e  sea, so t h a t  the ship threatened 
to break up" (Jonah 1. : 4) . The stora was the 
first s t e p  i i r  t h e  retail o f  Jonah. Zt was God 
who caused t he  l o t  t o  f a i l  upon Jonah (verse 7 1 ,  
and when t h e  s a i l o r s  had cast him i n t s  t h e  sea, 
God provided the great f i s h  which swallowed him 
(verse 17)- 

Regarding catastrophies of aLI k inds ,  P i epe r  
wrote  that 

The repea ted  occurances of great c a t a s t r o p h i e s  
such as earthquakes, f l o o d s ,  wars, panics, i s  
viewed by some as  denying God's goodness, But 
t h e s e  ravages a r e  employed by God i n  the inter- 
est of H i s  saving goodness. They are a c a l l  
t o  repentance t o  a l l  men, 22 

His words concur with those of Jesus 

There were some present  a t  t h a t  very time 
who t o l d  h i m  of the  Ga l i l eans  whose blood 

P i l a t e  had  mingled w i t h  their s a c r i f i c e s ,  
h d  he answered them, 'DO yoas think t h a t  
these Galileans -were worse s inners  than 
all t h e  other Galileans, because they 
suffered thus? E tell you, Nu; but; un le s s  
you repent you w i l l  a l l  1ikewi.se pe r i sh .  
Or t hose  efghteen  upon the tower of Siloam 
f e l l  and killed them w e r e  worse o f f e n d e r s  
than all the  sehers who d w e l t  In Jerusalem? 
1 t e l l  you, No; but  unless you repent  you 
will a l l  Pikevise p e r i s h '  (Luke 13: 1 - 5) .  

During the early days of World War E l ,  Manfred 
E, Reinke s a i d  t o  hi.s congregat ion 

War is one of Godts f o u r  sore judgements: 
Af t e r  spar ing  our country from i ts  hor ro r s  
f o r  mare than  two years a f t e r  t h e  outbreak 
of h o s t i l i t i e s  in Eaaxoge, h e r i c a  has  a l s o  
begun t o  feel  the p u n i t i v e  hand of t h e  
Almighty, . . . T i m e  and again G Q ~  warned 
our country, . . .but  H i s  vo ice ,  whether 
H e  spoke i n  economic depress ion  o r  i n  f a r -  
f lung  d u s t  stsrms OF i n  $mastat ing ea r th -  
quakes, w a s  d is regarded .  23 

H e  t ~ l d  his people 

There are many s tern lessons t o  be learned  
i n  the school  s f  war, bu t  i f  w e  w i l l  not  
l e a r n  t h e s e  l e s sons ,  God s t i l l  has  s t h e r  
means a t  H i s  d i s p o s a l  t o  make us  Pisten to 
His voice and take t o  heart His warninge24 

ReinkePs understanding of God us ing  war t o  
accomp%ish H i s  purposes is S c r i p t u r a l ,  The Bible  
speaks both of God as the o r i g i n a t o r  of wars, and 
as the One who b r ings  'z~ar t o  an end, The author  
of Chronicles  r e p o r t s  tha t  "the Lord s t i r r e d  up 
aga ins t  Jehoram the anger of the  P h i l i s t i n e s  and 
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of t h e  Arabs who are near  the  Et i i iopians;  and they 
came up aga ins t  .Iudah, and invaded it" (XI Ch~on .  
21: 16,  17a3. Carson says  

I n  l i k e  manner God, i n  h i s  Providence, i n  
every age stirs up na t ions  t o  punish those  
whom his purposes  doom t o  ru in .  . . .Even 
when t h e  dogs of w a r  are l e t  loose ,  des t ruc-  
t i o n  i s  guided by t h e  f inger  of ~ r o v i d e n c e . ~ ~  

O f  Babylon God s a i d  

I am s t i r r i n g  up t h e  Medes a g a i n s t  them. . . 
Thei r  bows will s l augh te r  t h e  young men; 
they will have no mercy on t h e  f r u i t  of 
t h e  womb; t h e i r  eyes w i l l  not p i t y  ch i ld ren .  
And Babylon. . . . w i l l  be l i k e  Sodom and 
Gomorrah when God overthrew them (Is. 13:  
a7 - l9)* 

S i m i l a r i l y ,  God br ings  wars t o  t h e i r  conclusions.  
According t o  Psalm 46,  "He makes wars t o  cease  t o  
t h e  end of t h e  earth; he  breaks t h e  bow, and 
s h a t t e r s  the  spea r ,  he burns  t h e  c h a r i o t s  wi th  
f i r e ! "  (Bs. 4 6 :  9 ) .  

God can l e t  t h e  f o r c e s  of n a t u r e  run t h e i r  
course,  o r  Ne can miraculously change the i r  course.  
P ieper  says 

God i s  above t h e  l a w s  of n a t u r e  and can d i s -  
pe r se  w i th  them a t  w i l l .  . S t r i c t l y  speak- 
i n g ,  there a r e  no immutably f ixed  laws of 
na tu re ,  Ira r e a l i ~ y  the  laws o f  n a t u r e  are 
nothing more than  t h e  will of God a s  appl ied  
t o  t h e  c r e a t u r e .  26 

God sometimes sees f i t  t o  change t h e  course of 
events ,  because H i s  people  pray.  Chemnitz wrote 
11 I f  necessary God w i l l  perform a mi rac l e  and break 

the 3 . a ~ ~  of n a t u r e  t o  answer t h e  prayers  of H i s  
peop le  and he lp  them i n  t h e i r  need. "27 

Eddie Rickenbacker te l ls  how he and h i s  
companions, a d r i f t  i n  t h e  P a c i f i c ,  prayed 
f o r  r a i n ,  They saw a shower pass by a s h o r t  
distance away. A s  they kept  praying,  i t  
turned  aga ins t  t h e  wind sand overtook them, 
providing t h e  water  they needed t o  preserve  
t h e i r  l ives.  28 

men t h e  writer of t h i s  paper was pas to r ing  
three rura l  churches i n  Wisconsin, he had an ex- 
perience which impressed upon him t h e  power which 
God has inves ted  i n  prayer  i n  t h i s  regard.  The 
churches which t h e  w r i t e r  served a t  t h e  time 
w e r e :  S t ,  ~ e t e r ' s  Lutheran of Fos t e r  (where he 
l i v e d ) ;  St, Paul" of f leghorn  (seven mi les  north-  
w e s t  of his home); and S t ,  ~ o h n ' s  of F a l l  Creek 
(seven m i l e s  no r theas t  of where he l i v e d ) .  Thei r  
Sunday worship s e r v i c e  times were 9 : O O  a.m. a t  
Clegharn, 10:30 a.m, at Fos te r ,  and 2;OO p.m. a t  
Fall Creek, 

The members of t h e  p a r i s h  were nea r ly  a l l  
farmers. There had been no r a i n  f o r  s i x  weeks 
during t h e  e a r l y  summer prime growing season. The 
area w a s  threa tened  wi th  drought.  Severa l  par i sh-  
aners approached t h e  w r i t e r  and asked i f  he  would 
lead  t h e  congregation i n  prayer  f o r  r a i n  on t h e  
fol lowing Sunday. H e  consented. On Saturday even- 
ing  he watched t h e  weather show on t e l e v i s i o n .  
According t o  the f o r e c a s t  t h e r e  was ''no r a i n  i n  
s i g h t , "  Sunday morning he  went t o  S t .  P a u l ' s  and 
during the  s e r v i c e  l e d  t h e  worshippers i n  t h e  
following prayer  

0 God, most merc i fu l  Fa the r ,  w e  beseech Thee 
$0 open the windows of heaven and t o  send a 
f r u i t f u l  r a i n  upon u s ,  t o  r e v i v e  the e a r t h ,  
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and t o  r e f r e s h  t h e  f r u i t s  thereof ,  f o r  a l l  
th ings  droop and wi ther .  Graciously hear 
our prayer  i n  t h i s  our necess i ty ,  t h a t  w e  
may g l o r i f y  Thy name forever  and ever; 
throu  h Je sus  C h r i s t ,  Thy Son, our  Lord. 
Amen. 59 

A s  he drove between S t ,  Pau l ' s  and S t ,  Peter ' s .  
he l i s t e n e d  t o  t h e  c a r  r ad io  and s t i l l  t h e  pre -  
d i c t i o n  was far continued dry weahex--absolutely 
no r a i n  expected. H e  l e d  t h e  Fos t e r  congregation 
i n  t h e  same p r a y e r ,  

During t h e  noon hour clouds began t o  appear i n  
t h e  sky. Be helped h i s  wife  w i t h  t h e  dimer 
d i shes ,  and then c a r r i e d  t h e  garbage out  t o  t he  
t r a s h  can i n  t h e  back yard.  As he d i d  t h i s ,  he 
not iced  t h a t  i t  was beginning t o  s p r i n k l e .  The 
fanlily g o t  i n t o  t h e  car,  and they drove t o  F a l l  
Creek, It continued t o  s p r i n k l e  l i g h t l y ,  During 
t h e  sermon as S t e  ~ohn's, i t  began %a raln very 
hard. The morning prayers w e r e  being answered! 
It was r a in ing  so much that xihen p r sya r  t i m e  i n  
t h e  s e r v i c e  was reached, he omit ted t o  p r a y  t h e  
prayer  f o r  ra in .  It cont inued t o  r a in  f o r  three 
more days. The weather nian's explanaeion was 
t h a t  a l o w  pressure  c e l l  i n  &he wesk  had taken a 
very  f a s t  unexpected t u r n  toward w e s t  central  
Wisconsin, The writer knows t h a t  the zeal  an- 
s w e r  is  t o  be fouxzd in God's response to prayer .  

When rnassive happenings secur, God may have a 
v a r i e t y  of purposes i n  t h e  same event f o r  va r ious  
people, Luther  wrote t h a t  

pub l i c  calamities hit sa in ts  and prophets ,  
t o o ,  b u t  not  as happens i n  t h e  case of the 
godless and ungrateful--out of wrath and t o  
punish them, but  f o r  t h e i r  s a l v a t i o n ,  ts 
test and to t r y  t h e i r  f a i t h ,  love and 

patience, t h a t  the  godly may l e a r n  t o  bear  
p a t i e n t l y  the hand of God i n  H i s  government 

.But the  godless  are plagued t o  punish 
and t o  offend them, so  t h a t  they a r e  hardened 
and become worse. For they are not  improved 
by the  good and are only made worse by t h e  
e v i l .  This  is why nothing i s  achieved,  whether 
a j o y f u l  o r  a sorrowful  song be sung t o  them.30 

God can miraculously s i n g l e  out  and spa re  i n d i -  
v i d u a l s  whew M e  chooses. A c l a s s i c  B i b l i c a l  exam- 
p l e  is t h a t  of God and his family when God des- 
t royed Sodorn and Gmorrah wi th  f i r e  and brimstone. 
Abraham had asked God i f  He would s p a r e  t h e  c i t i e s  
i f  ten r ighteous  persons were found t h e r e .  God 
assured  him t h a t  he wou$d. When t e n  were no t  
found, God made s p e c i a l  p rov i s ion  f o r  t h e  d e l i v -  
erance of L o t  and h i s  family.  On t h e  morning of 
t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  God's ange l s  urged Lot "Arise,  
t a k e  your w i f e  and your two daughters  who a r e  
he re ,  l e s t  you be  consumed" (Gne. 18: 20 - 19: 2 8 ) .  
Luther says  i n  t h e  Large Catechism "We ought.  . . . 
t o  remember. . . .whenever we escape from calamity 
o r  danger,  t h a t  it i s  God who g ives  and does a l l  
t hese  th ings ,  that t h e r e i n  we sense  and s e e  H i s  
p a t e r n a l  h e a r t  and H i s  t ranscendent  love  toward 
U S .  to31 

Accidents ,  massive happenings, and n a t u r a l  
occurrences affect many "innocents." Why? We 
cannot h o w ,  Preus simply rentinds us  t h a t  "God 
is d i r e c t l y  and pe r sona l ly  a c t i v e  i n  everyone' s 
l i f e . "  H e  s a y s  t h a t  "nothing i n  anyone's l i f e  
happens by acc ident .  "32 Likewise Walther s t a t e s  
t h a t  "To God nothing is a n  acc iden t  ."33 Koehler 
writes t h a t  "Nothing happens a c c i d e n t a l l y  o r  by 
chance i n  God's government of t h e  world."34 
Kurth says that there i s  "no chance, lawlessness ,  
c a p r i c e  i n  my life. All hap enings a r e  marshalled 
under the law of H i s  love. 9'3 $he Lutheran Chris- 
t i a n  s ings :  
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El~a t .  God o r d a i n s  is always good; 
H i s  w i l l  a b i d e t k  ho ly .  
A s  He d i r e c t s  my l i f e  f o r  me9 
I f o l l o w  meek and lowly.  36 

Bente s a y s  t h a t  regarding l i f e  i t s e l f ,  t h e  
Bible teaches "'on one hand, . * the  end of each 
man's l i f e  is  immEtably f ixed" and "on t h e  other 
hand S c r i p t u r e  teaches w i t h  equal e m p h a s i s  t h a t  
human l i f e  can be lengthened . "37 The concept 
t h a t  t h e  end of each l i f e  i s  imba.tabPy f ixed is  
based on such S c z i p t u r e s  as "'his days  are de te r -  
mined, and  t h e  number of h i s  months i s  wi th  thee ,  
and tkou bast  appoin ted  h l s  bounds t h a t  he cannot 
pass" (Job 1 4 :  5 ) .  'The idea t h a t  l l u m a n  l i f e  may 
be lengthened o r  shortened i s  a l s o  based on c l e a r  
B i b l i c a l  s t a t e m e n t s ,  AP? example i s  the  experience 
of King Hezekiah. Hezekiah was s ick.  God sen t  
t h e  prophet  I s a i a h  t o  hint. Isaiah w a s  t o  t e l l  h i m  
"Thus says the Lord :  S e t  your house i n  o rde r ;  f o r  
you s h a l l  d i e ,  you s h a l t  no t  recover." Hezekiah 
prayed and God s a i d  "I have heard your prayer ,  I 
have seen your gears; beheld 1 will add f i f t e e n  
years t o  your l i fe"  (Is. 38: 1 - 5 ) .  Another per- 
t i nen t  passage i s  P s a l m  55: 23 where we read "men 
s f  blood and t r eache ry  s h a l l  not l i v e  out  half 
their days ,'I 

Preus asks "How are t h e  ideas s f  providence an  
contingency reconciled i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  case?"3 t l  
Lutherans deal  with t h e  matter i n  s e v e r a l  ways, 

Friedman Bechman, a seventeenth century theo%o- 
g ian ,  d i s cus sed  t h i s  s u b j e c t  at l e n g t h .  H e  d is -  
t inguished between God ~qorking through o rd ina ry ,  
genera l  providence, accord ing  t o  general laws and 
t h e  course of na tuse ,  and God working through 
s p e c i a l ,  - prsvidence, apart from sec- 
ondary causes and t h e  course o f  nature.  According 
t o  ord inary  providence God sets &he limits o f  man's 
life according to the  contingent: circumstances of 

the  aaeucal r:.ea:I.m, '%'his incl rdes  the  ind iv idua l  ' s 
o m  teEspexsment and secondary causes, God fore-  
sees f r o m  e t e r n i t y  every person's h e r e d i t m y  char- 
acteristics and haw each person w i l l  be permitted 
b y  eavira~~meat to condust t h e i r  l i f e ,  G o d ,  i n  
trrrn, determines events t a  occur in accordance 
wick thej-2 f o x e k ~ ~ ~ w L e d g e ~  A t  the s m e  time God 
detemllnes t h e  circu~astances and time of an indi- 
vidua%% death  according t o  R f u  spgcial and ex- 
t raordinary  providence, God is  not bound by secon- 
da ry  causes, H e  works freely a p a r t  from secondary 
causes and t h e  ususl course of nature,  lengthening 
sr shox.tening l i f e  according t o  H i s  g r a m  o r  judg- 
ment,  1~ H i s  wrath H e  f requent ly  e n t e r s  i n t o  h i s -  
t oxy  and shortens the l ives  sf those who do ev i l ,  
En Bbs grace God sometimes lengthens t h e  lives of 
Wis peaple ,  H e  may shorten t h e i r  l ives  to spa re  

ers and miseries t o  which they would 

Jc~"rr?- Meyer wri%es t h a t  "God has,  i n  a genera l  
way, determined the  length of man's l i f e e w 4 '  H i s  
Bible references are Psalm 90: 10 and Psa-km 182: 
23, 24, H e  then states '@4;ad has a l so  de temined  
the years of each individual."41 The S c r i p t u r a l  
b a s i s  f o r  this statement is i n  such passages as 
Jab 1.4: 5; Psalm31::  15; 39: 4 ,  5;  91: 7 ;  and 
A c ~ s  17: 26, Be says that God has made t h i s  in-  
d iv idua i  determination "by g iv ing  man ,a c e r t a i n  
cons t l tu t i an ,  p l ac ing  him in a certain environ- 
ment, Leading him i n  a c e r t a i n  career. " 4 2  H e  a l s o  
sta tes  E l l a t  "In pre-detemining t h e  end of an 
Bndkg-LduaZ l i f e ,  Gad pays due regard t o  n a t u r a l  
catises , man's conduct,  etc. " Supporting Sc r ip tu re  A 

inc ludes  1% Kings 26: l - 6 ;  Psalm 5: 7 ;  and Acts 
27: 24 ,  On the  b a s i s  of such Bible  ve r ses  a s  
Genesis 4: 15 and Luke 2 :  26,  29 - 32,  Meyer says  
chat '"ln de temin ing  the end sf t h e  life God i s  
guided by H i s  love. " 4 3  

Regarding the  be l i e f  tha t  the end s f  each l i f e  
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t a b l y  f i x e d ,  Bente says  t h a t  t h i s  view 
i s  s t a t e d  from t h e  p o i n t  of v i e w  of God. ' $ 4 4  

The understanding t h a t  lives may be shortened o r  
lengthened i s  from "the p a i n t  of v i e w .  . . .of 
man, H e  remarks t h a t  "It is  a gracious 60~7,- 
descension t h a t  God speaks t o  us  concerning the 
hour nf  death from t h e  human poin t  of v i e w  and 
d i r e c t s  u s  t o  those means which H e  has ordained 
f o r  t h e  preserva t ion  of life."46 

Hinrichs says t h a t  God "from t h e  viewpoint of 
human r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  changes t h e  na tu ra l  limit 
of human l i f e ,  of both t h e  s a i n t  and t h e  ungsd- 
l y e 9 ' 4 7  H e  w r i t e s  that "God may prolong t h e  l i f e  
of t h e  god ly  as a r e w a r d  f o r  obedience."48 T h i s  
statement i s  supported by I Kings 3: 14; P r o v e r b s  
3 :  1, 2 ;  10:  2 7 ;  and I s a i a h  65: 22. H e  adduces 
the  example of Meaekiah f o r  t h e  s ta tement  tha t  
"God may extend t he  l i f e  of H i s  s a i n t s  f o r  the  
benef i t  of H i s  kingdom.'' Agreeing w i t h  Beckan, 
Hinrichs s t a t e s  t h a t  "God may shorten t h e  l i f e  
of the f a i % b f u l  t o  preserve him f r o m  great d i s -  
tress and e v i l , "  B e  bases t h i s  on such Scr ip tuxes  
as Job 13; 95; 1 4 :  13;  and IsaiaEa 57: 8 ,  He also 
writes t h a t  "Cod may shor ten  the  life of the un- 
godly because of h i s  wickedness. The Bibl ical  
b a s i s  i s  Genesis 3 7 :  8; Psalm 55: 2 3 ;  and P r o v e  
10:  2 7 ,  

A f t e r  mentioning a number s f  thixags w"rtic1a. an 
i n d i v i d u a l  may cr may not  know about h i s  o r  h e r  
impending dea th ,  Carson beau~lfully says 

But t h i s  we know, and let it be enough f o r  us 
t o  know t h i s ,  t h a t  our death s h a l l  be f o r  the 
g l o r y  o f  God;  and that  t h e  time, and the  man- 
n e r ,  and all t h e  c i r c m s t a n c e s  of i t ,  w i l l  be 
arranged by w i s d o m  and Love, as w e l l  as by 
Sovereign power. "5' 
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